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- Here i is no Chriſtian" that prays in the words-which 
WR. his Lord bath taught him, but doth impleitely pro- 
LIE feſe bis gefire that  theſ Papers may be read and con- 

= ſidered : For the fir{t thing be praye for,is the hal- 

$; lowing Gods Name 3 w ich is, that God will 

4-1 give his Grace to us, and all people, that we may 

| Ny worſhip him as we ought to do, —— 
"  hatb cough us. Now the deſign hereof 

ly to give aſſſtance to the worſhipping God as we ought, be that defortr ohe 
Aowg f tha, maſt #lſo the confidering of this, For bow ſorver 
doug, it canngs but occaſion ſame thengits #n _ rare and 


= 7 te in company 01 this ar gh 3 whereby it is py tore { rkneg | 


tings tleet mere exiſe before, may be amended, an 
wo Service , ” which would not have 


pbanght #n ; it do but this , T have my end. Tito =p 
DiQates na, bat ee things to Confuleration with ol on = 
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dirs in this _ 5 Fi beve fond 
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ADVERTISEMENT: 


&> 4t St. Mary Woolnoth, (the Church adjoyni 6 ray > the at 
houſe” in Lumbard-Street) Prayers are rea 
ning exattly at Eleven a Clock. 


] mo thought fit to give publick notice' of this, for theſe Reaſons: 
wing, 

Fivſt, Pecrule this being added to the daily. Prayers at St. Chrifts- 
en Hr _ a rd ag omen for all perſons that defire Mor-- 
wy or l is fox Ft —_—_ CO bs —_— boo 

Q Ear "p as 1x in the Morning at St, Chri 5, may at: 
a later hous.. _ Tl 

2+ hope there may be many. ſuch-among the Multitudes that are 

drawn this way by the Exchange or the Poſthouſe, who may be more 

to ſpend af an hour there in the Service of God, than at = 
Coffee-houle in idle and impertinent talkz and rather appoint to meet 
oneanother at Church, than in a worſe place. 

3» There may be ſome who would be {6 well pleaſed' to ſte this 
Service well attended , as to ſettle a. Maintainance for the perpetag» 

yr ins ; without which it - _ ceaſe. Es 
4+ all things may be ſo well performed in a where 
the moſt t pray mats frequent, as to recommend the Or- 
der yr palin to all that are occaſionally preſent: and ſo have a 
good inflaence.on the whole City and Kingdom. 

5. 1ath aptto-think, that a hearty love tothe Order ofour Cluacky, 
would bean cffefual Antidote, ( as againſt P and F ſo) 
againſt faQtious Sidings.on account. of State-affairs 3 becauſe 

farion to the CivitPowers, neceffitates a Conjundtion with ſuch as are. 


pm WE Commen-Dayert, and*ſo tends to-the deſtruction of 


Pom na > which a. man that truly. loves it would mot hazard, 

inconveniencies in the former cafe. 

6, I am more certain , that if.men were more concerned for Abo 

W and Service of the ſupream Lord'of all things, Merchants. 

op half an hour at Church. before they Pun 

_ nd agrees inoede of Trade, td ur Wikis 
lice ther much goods imeaded, I ſhaltnot- be con 
cerned though, by ſome, mains ts blames 
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PREFACE 


Coneerning Divine Worſhip: 


He Worſhip: of God's a+thing nwch talksd of ( and that with 
| great reverence by many who bave not ( as+ T'think) ſuch- 


apprebenſions of it-as they ought. And'on- the other hand , of 

ſome it is as much ſlighted, as if there were ſomething of Fa-- 
naticiſm #n allPretences to Devotion. My deſign therefore in this Pref ace 
ſhall be, to beget right thoughts abou: it, and a-due-clicers theredf 3- a5 F 
have is what follows endeavoured ta-direft a right behaviour therein. 

If men would confider the thing, it would not be diffcult to underſtand” 
what the trze nation of Divine Worlhip is : Every man knows what it is 
to give Worſhip in the common ſence of that words (viz. That it is to- 
ſonifie oxr Refpetis to perſons above us, by yeverend aGians ſuted unto theiv- - 
dn: And ſo it muſt-principally-fignifie when it, is applied unto God., 

The expreſfion off the. greatcit dread and reverence. towards his Glo- 
rious and Tremendous Deity, by the moſt humb'e poſtures of Adora- 
tion. This hath been the ſenſe of all Mankind concerning this matter, and 
this is the ſence of the boly Scriptures \ and this all the Cbriſtian-world' 

in, wntil the corruptions and cruelties of the Church of Rome, 
made thoſe that j y ppoſed ber in many things, to forſake others, with- 
ot any other reaſon, but the hatred of being like her, who bad been ſo cruel 
towards them. - And among theſe, I reckgn this to be the chief , That they- 
not onely {efreff the daily Officer of Goas-publick Worſhip, but alſo that 
ancient Order for the performance thereof on the Lords day,. which was moft 
accommodate unto the conjunction of. theſe allions of adoration by which 
meangs,. _— Head, and Body, and Knees, &c. which have in them 
the principal ſence of that word Worlhip, have become almoſt quite out of 
ſe among them. - 


1 cannot tmagine for my own anyther reaſon why: theſe folemn 8s 
ions ſhould become ſo bly doſed 2-for-T cannot believe that any who- 
are acquainted” with what ir written of the former or. preſent . Cuſtoms of 
the world, can be ignorant what the uſage thereof bath ever been , and ſtill 
is, in worſhipping whatever they called God : nor did Tever bear i. proved, 
CO acts tba Ry them. It ſcems 20 me alſo,t 


it: 


A PREFAQGYE OT 
bs br impoſſible for any that read the Scripture, to be ignorant, that when it 
ſpeaks of any perſon or Aſſembly, that they Worſhipped the Lord , is 
means principally, they bowed their Heads before bim, in pynalecyen of 
bir Deity, or in @ ſenſe of Gratitude for bis Mercies 3" nor, tht theſe 
words, Bowed end W orftiipped, are almoſt ell whois f "9 
ed together. And thoſe that have read Eccliſraſtical 6. , Or Comtity= 
ſed with any of otYer Churches that never were of the Popiſh Communi- 
on, will find, that it is not the Papiſts onely, among Chriſtians, that a- 
bound in theſe ſolemn atis of Adoration, but that they ever were, and ftill 
are mſed by all Chriſtians ( and by ſome as much , if not more than by 
them except onely thoſe whom T ſpeak, of, who have forſaken them -an-vbe 
account aforeſaid. | 

Certainly there is ſome reaſon upon which this common Conſent is | aq 
ded, and for which this expreſſion hath ever been made, by good en, of 
the Worſhip and Honour they defire to give to Almighty Gad 4, and hath e- 
wer been accepted and approved of him. and therefore oug/u uat #0 be far- 
Saken and diſuſed of #1. And indeed, the very general cuſions endl uſage 
of the World, and of the Church, hath ſo much of reaſon in it falf, yhat 
wwe ſhbuld have evident Reaſon to prove the evil or great incanvagjence of 
what is recommended thereby, before we tontradidt the ſame. We are com- 
mande# to Give to offence to the Jew, nor Greek , nos Chungh of 
God: and it fer * to me, by-frrſaking theſe falumm atis of Adoration. 
Ive offend them att. --£Ml Þ verily believe, there is nothing  dath one oovi- 
firm the Papiſts in their opinion of the goddne(s of their own Religian, aod 
make them think, ill of onrs, than the obſervation of the decency of abefe 
ſolemn aftions which are ſo frequently uſed in their publick, Serviee,, and 
that ors ſcaree look like the Worſhip of God, where they are wholly anmes- 
ved"; as they are in ſome Proteſtant Churches, and #n al! Noncoaforenifts 
Meetings 3 and to: much in owr Parochial Aſſemblies alſo. 

But :it is nit onely #be avoiding offence that ſhankd wecommend the ſame, 
but many great weaſons. 1. There is nothing more «ffetius! to empref6 on 
The mind 2 ſtyſe of Gods preſence, than #his ſolemm atizou of Bawing before 
him. Tt is impoſſible a-man can uſe an Aftion, but he wanſt , think, vhere «; 
Jome one preſent to whom it #5 perfurmed 5 and whene coin quien at @-trwe 
belief if Gods preſence,anl art corifevons unto vhumſalver faint alefall pt will 
. ſeem ſo nureaſonable and fooliſh to perform ſuch atts of 1 davationgehat they 
awtll be hardly perſwaded therewnto, And for this reaon, axbenahe avorld 
Became ſo carnaliz'd by indulging their bruitiſh part, tian hoy can d faurce 
have an apprehenſion of imvilthle things, but by #he kilpeyf Jantocbrug what 
was the Obje& of: thetr Senſes , they invented lanagey'wo repreſent wbetn- 

le Peers they wwhhippeds #nd fancied, wvhut by wheir Trountdit 6s 
will Cb3. mer, Heir Gotls wire Wruwn to vnlmbat whaſje dmager, by wihieb 


means 


JMI 


"N conetrting Divine Wotthip 

nicans they fomnd they coul{ more freely perform thoſe atts bf Advratinn, 
But the = livin; 2a true Got Ws y forbidden ahy ſuch repreſen= 
tations of himſelf, as a difhottout to the infinite Glory » and ſpirituality of 
bis nature, but yet requires this Worſhip from us, in acknowletlgment that 
be is every where preſent, but eſpecially in #be Afemblies that meet; to do 
him bonour and ſervice and that he oitly is to be fearcd and had ih re- 
verence of all that are about him : and if we would perforne then as we 
onght, we ſhould find great help thereby, againſt the weakneſs of our Faith, 


the ela of our ſpiritual ſenſe, and vat it would beget in us ſuch ar 
Habit 


apprehenfion of Gods ſpiritual inviſible pre ſence, that it wonkd be 
a6 a new _nature, or principle of fpiritnal\atd boly life in all other things : 
1 ſay, if we perform it 4s we ought; becauſe 1 would have none think that 
Fimpute a Jagical force to this ation, as if all thar performs it , m what 
grape? ſoever, ould become inſpired with ſuch an babitual ſenſe of Go4 
an 


| and his untverſal preſeiice* -For I khow, that where this is in repute, men 


ay be very obſervant thereof for carnal ends, and be inwardly Adbeiftical,, 


and outwardly Profane ftill'\ bat if i be defignedly done,'to fipnifie our be- 
lief of Gods preſence, and. off atvful ſenſe of bis infinite Glory and Great- 


neſs, it bath a morally natal tendency $0 work, ſuch a habis of fpiritazl 


ſenſibility in this matter, that by the efficacie of the Jame, we ſhall be con- 
tinuglly kept in the fear of offending God, and txtited to all boly and vere 


tuors attions that are Peafi 'fo him. | ho 
| Beſides, it prepares an fy es our mitids 10 the performance of all the 


F 
| di 
Offices of Dine Worſhih, 


fo 

uſe 
,, whereby we explicate the fiznifteation of ſuch 
.a(ts of Adoration : and therefore it hath been uſed to be done at owe firſk 
eoming into the Church, that we may remember that we are chiefly to inten 
in all we dy there, the Worſhip and Honouc of Almighty God, The 
want of this conſideration, is a Cauſe of great miſchiefs in the Church 
Men bave learnt to think, that allthe Miniſtries of Keligion are intended to 
work on their Aﬀettions and Paſſions, and to gratifie a religious Fancy ; 
and ſo they judge they are beſt ordered, when they ſerve moſt effetinally to 
that end : and upon this account it is ,, that they condemn the Commaon- 
Prayer as 4 dead Form, and cry wp the Extempore way, as the onely ac- 


 ceptable mode of Serving Ged. And whilt they thus judge, they are ſub= 


jd to be. drawn into Schiſm arid Errour by every ſubtile Seducer that tan 
bandle the inſtrument of his Tongue well, and affett their minds with ſome 


 - devout Paſſions. For fo long as they think, That way of Religion bejh 


whieh moſt affetts them , { and novelty having a great force in that mat- 
ers and all men that deſign 'to ſerve their Interets by making Diſciples 


ing «pt to bend their minds moſt ſtrenuonſly to ſtudy to ſpeak, to mens pafe 
frons TH can hear e375 any way of. Religion. hy if they were 


ence perſtonded that thoſe publick, Adminiſtrations of divine Offoes oy 


= 


- % 
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A PREFACE ly 
:beft. which-ſerved moſt: fly to the Warſhip and Adoration of the Deity, 
and were moſt advantageous for the conjuenttion of theſe atis of divine A 
ration, which T bere ſpeak of, it would be bard for them to find any better 
.than Onrs ifs he” 

For the better nnderſtanding of the foregoing Paragraph, T mat obſerve, 
1+ That, as the Worſhip we pF 4a 40 Ged, '% humbly boning don in our 
_ approach to his glorious ey + doth dedlare oxr obligation, ento all that 

we perform in the following Offices of onur Public, Service : ſo thoſe Offi- 
ces do contain the explication of the Worſhip which thereby we give to- the 
Almighty?F or ſince we declare by that aTion,thet we workhip him as the onl 

trve:God , we oblige our ſelvec to perform that ſervice unto bias which Dail 
.makes his due; and this we do when we give bim thanks for the great 
benehts we have received at his hands, and ſet forth his moſt wor- 
«thy praiſe 3 when we attend diligently to bis holy Word, and ſeek at bis 
.bands things requiſite and neceſſary for Body and Soul: for we do declare, 
that by warns God, we do, acknowledge bim to be the Fountain of 
...oxr;Being, and of al 


all the Praiſe and Glory that we can give bim, by reaſon of the infinite per- 
feftions of bis Nature , and his mighty and wonderful Works * That he 
4s infiute Wiſdom and Trath,and to be believed in all that he reveals'to ws 1 
and our only ſupream Law-giver, and ts be obey'd.in all that be commands 


4 ©: That be is our Soveraign Lord, and our -weal or wo doth wholly de-" 


pend-at bis Favorr or Diſpleaſure , and that no arts or labonrs of ovr own 
£an;ſecure us againſt miſery, or inftate us in true felicity internal or exter- 
nal. preſent or future , but by vertne of bis bleſſing. And all this, and 
.much more, is contained .in acknowledging him to.be God , which we do, 
_ by bowing down befare hin: in. the place of bis Publick Worſhip. 

_.* 2. Since the chief end of onr Publick, Service is the moſt explicite wor» 
Jhipping God, by acknowledging thoſe things wbich Deity dcth imply ; 1t is 
very meet that we joyntbis a of Adoration with owr Prayers and Praiſes, 


| .in fix places 3 .45, at the mention of Gods gloriow Titles and Attributes, in . : 
4be beginnings of the Collects; and.when we implore his gracious acceptance © 


far, the mexus of our bleſſed. Saviour, at. the Concluſion © and there art ma- 
ny places in the Te Dcum, aud in the other Hymns and Pſalms, where 
this aGion 4s very fit, both-to expreſs onr ſenſe-of Gods preſence, and our re- 

werence towards him, and our belief that be ſees us, aud bears all we ſheak 
40.him ; .and to keep our Devotion in life .and ſtrength, aud aſſitt it in each 
other. - 1 find in many places of Seripture., where tbe manner of the ſolemn 

approaches of the people -nnto God. is deſcribed , that . th: y 4i4 bow their 

hcads and worthip, im conjunflion with theiy Praiſcs and Prayers: © And 
at ſeems to me, that thereas ſuch a natural decency in the thing , that al! 
| = 


the benefits whereof, thereby, we became poſſeſſed, and _ 
0 be the free” and gracious donor thereof: And that b: is moſt worthy. of 


UM 


IMI 


| akevtingrik Workip. 
inprejudiced pe it. Sure I am, that the devout behaviour 
of | ſuch ey eh. derprghny pre hath had « 
great influence on me, and I may thinkit will have the like gn others, 
« That it ſeems to-meyhat the intention of mind which isrequired to the 
ſpeaking in any gh0d\Sence and Method in the Externpore-way of Prayer js 
a great bindrance to the due wſe of ſuch atts of Werſhip in el ache 


and the neceſſary attention to what is ſpoken, and the inward diſcourſe 


of Reaſon, whether it be fit for ms to joyn with the Miniſter therein, or not, 
is-u5 great hindrance to ſuch Devotion in the bearers. 

4. That the Brief and Comprehenſive Prayers into which the general 
Off of Prayer in our Way is divided, ng to much better in this reſpef, 
than if the ſeveral matters whereof they conſiſt were compoſed into one long 
continued Pr 

5, That it ary be very convenient that every one would keep to their 
own Pariſh-Church , where they might have Conveniencies to perform both 
this. and other Expreſſions of Devotion, better than they can in a Crowd ; 
into which many throng, for leſſer benefits than they might have by @ devout 

ormance of theſe holy Offices. 

This then T conceive ,, according to what I have ſaid before , to be the 
Worſhip of God ; When men. knowing and conſidering that there is one e- 
ternal infinite Being , of moſt glorious and tremendous Majeſty, and of in- 
comprehenſible Goodneſs, W :ſtdem, and Power, that is preſent in all places, 
who baving made us with ſuch powers and faculties as fit us for bis Wor- 
ſhip and Service, and enriched us re" ſuch benefits as give us greateſt ob- 
ligations. thereunto » doth expefi that we perform the ſame *to -X greateſt- 
advantage of. his Glory and Honour. T ſay, when we knowing this , do 
ge wnto the place _—_ for God's Publick Worſhip , and there do by 
aftions worſhip God, bowing our Heads and. Knees. before him, and alſo 

words bel wing our belief of bis Being, Preſence, Perfedions, and won- 
Foy Works, and our ard ou L7 nite Mercier , and joy and 
- tht in his Service ; when we bumb eriouſly attend to the ſolemn 

the Revelations of his divine ory and the Hiſtories of bis migh- 
"Works, and ta bis Promiſes and Threatnings whereby he hath enforced 
bis 'Laws | and to the Promiſes and\miraculous Gifts whereby be bath 
aſſured us that they are from bimſelf, though by miniſtry of men, and ſuch- 
like things of - great cancernment to the glory of God , as well as our good, 
which are contained in the boly Scriptures : _ when we makg our 
ixationie.and..Proyers before him as our ſupream Lord and Governovr, 
| acknow hy tis niſl proc nd Preis extending | 

[7 6 ll tmt place, aud and cifeumſtances , even itt 
minnteſt things, and arr over-raling the greateſt : And when in 


al bf we me eas of loin as continually —__—_—_ 
LIVIN 


AA BREA 
DI ny 
ap —_ preeng 
'Y, ſ our Gevout «liv bowing 
and likingup. our kyes:ank anda 40. nag ond a{ſe- knecling 
2d od ererirm fry ordered ty the Ghiiech-s "An ntben lev toute 
gre at theroone/uſiin of the Service vfiug ſawe hors Ejacrlation to bep G 
pardan for- what defefis me have been guilty leery acceptance of our fur 
care defire to bonanr bim, conclude. this Service with ly bowing before 
bim at our leaving the Church thics TJ fay;, £ conceive io bave as much 
t>-whot all men, (that woll-enter into'their. wh niiude,#d con- 
Paer their natural apprebenſions of things, and nat be. carried; dway witÞ 
Cafiting Phraſes ) Ki judge moſt like to that which is 'the plan fe fence of * 
Worſhipping God. 
Tis ſome wonder t0+me, that many. wbo ſeem t0 bave a great wal for 
tbe Worſhip:of . God, and make: every thing thty do ahous\ Rehigron, parts of 
is Worſhip: 6:45 the Church-Covenanty wich they add to that” of. Ba- 
pteſm; andihe ſuffrage of the People inthe nextter of the Qrdination of Mi- 
nifters, 8c. ) ſhould be ſo inobſervant of that Worſhip which . Heathens, 
have known- by the light of Nature-to be due to God, ar which all that 
corn worſhipped a God (nine or falſe) haze wſed. Centainly the Lam of Na+ 
re is Gods moſt primivive Lax ; and: cannot be altered while things re- 
main the ſame , and all Devine: Injtatut ions tn the nattergf. do 
but ſupply the defetis of that Lam, and were Modes of Worſhip adaed to 
_ that which Naturetaught, for ſpecial Reaſons, but no way excluſive theres) 
of : and: ſo are the Sacraments of the Nem Teſtament inſtituted on the 
feme, acedunt. Beſides, I have obſerved-in the Writings of le Nongontope 
miſts, a ac owledgment of the duty of mon Iiorfhip., and. fach nute- 
rel ations of it. conſiſts. y| bus :4/w0ays: thig- of Bowing, Cobiebrinibie 
chief ) is left out, and ſome bard\names , farddv Cringing: Ceftieu- 
tion, Oc. put wpon-it, to diſgrace" i x of which I could. never flntany 
reaſon, but their enmity-to. our Clyrob., . and: #beir: diſuſe” of 'it* in-thear 
own Way. *Tis true, in one 1 find: this, That Cuſtoms doch limpviand' 
determine Natures Laws: >, up which 'agcoutit;\ Profteatian;y and 
wearing Sack-cloth, andrending:Garments, are- now difuſc$2.Hnd\ 
fee Bowing is (til! Jef ont, it" foemia to be put among- the numberof rboſe 
ngturel Expreſſions of Devotion Sqm by Cuſtom. Buy what. Calftops' 


is this ? Surely not the Cuffom Ne ON Mankind; nov \nff"ih« 
Church o Ce, cb ſome ary pv. mA Ben 


Feans. of Devotion but. ſs pore rirey in 
gical 'ftory,, as 1s the Wop . of God. ':Byp. yep ues #vacher 


DOE 


the uſe of ſuch. bebaviour in worſhippi God as bri'mt: —_ 
Reverence tomards bim, and  * 


. o 4. | * o'v . 
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by furh contrany' Git why ggrts bt Mfpariged by Juth: bd Nawe 


as theſe men 
LT rom thrt it bs oy 2A, that the Att of Parliament foobids theme 0 
mee Tent oor mers 
Yi; being trot mntiontd; it wouldhe\ ih aU-of difobeAitnce' to uſe ite" To 
which I anſwer, That the natural expreſſions of Worſhip and Reverence to 
Almighty God cannot be there meant: for then, lifting up the Hands and 
Eyes to Heaven in due eplantpmey be 4s well thought- Js. forbidden as this 3 
hich I thinkgione 1 will affilt'; But 's God himſelf hath' wot inftituted as 
ny thing pofitively in the time of the 'Liaw, when he war (as it were ) the 
Yemporal Mmmarch of the Jews, about bis Natwrel WW orſhip, (ſuch as was 

performed in their Synagoguer )- ſh our Governonrs have not thought fit to 
Tobin any tbing in this Caſe , but leave it to-be' done by every one "as 
his Devotion” "moves him ; but evradnly they never intended #0 Joop 
i. 

I is ito frid by ſome, FI i may make the Service of God Hedicvow, 
by being done, too much, and every ohe hath" not diſcretion jo do jt as be 
ought ; and that the Papifts are grown to ſuch an extream in this attion of 
Bowing , and ſuch Geſticulations aboyt it, as make it ridiculous to Prote- 
ftants. To which T anſwer, That I can be no Fudge in that matter, be- 
canſe T' never ſai the full "Order of their Service \, but I know that ma- 
ay eſteem i[l of" ſome things they ant'not nſed to, without" juſt oauſt 7 the 
ſe of Mufick and artificial Si ingivg, of Reſponſes and: Altemate Read- 
ings in Divine Service, ſeem ridiculous to ſome that bave been educated in 
_ Way, But ſuppoſing this to be true ,' it ſeems an i} way of ay- 

ning, that ecauſe a fe 8 thing may be over-done, therefore it ſhould not be done at 
Fs "Some Yin f, Fault with Externpore Prayers, that they" are t03" Jong » 
and thoſe" for "that Way ,"* find fantt with ours mm the Common-Prayer, 
that they are top ſhort; Showld any man now ſay, *Tis beſt then to have no 

Mink at all Jet Ld much rexſon'in this caſe as- the other. But 1 

mh 'thert"ip 1 is, libord of deft thau exceſs in this matter. Yet T 
«me hot be bento om un my aſſertions herein; - as to condemn all 
that dy not Bald wy T do © but Thumbly offer this,\as other things, 
to the* confi nnd wht Faſt iſe, being wHling to reform "any thing in-my 
thoughts ar aGions that T ſhall be convinced to be amiſs. 

I fhatl farther obſerve as to this matter of Gods Worſhip, that God ex- 
p fs ola ip from is, us is ft Hable 0" the Revelations he hath made 

Fu. It was cayſe of bir great diſpleaſicre ag aift the Gen» 
Maetixf 2 that "when they kyewhinfto $2God they tid not worthip 


him As God biy cteriiat Power. and. Godhead | ( Thogh inviſible in it 
a 2 fa ) 


UMI 


> RR the Eternity and pynens of bir ' 
4 at to ternity an n i TY 
Deity, as fubſifting in a Trinity of "perſons in the Unity of bis Eſſence, and 
as manifeſted in our Fleſh in the ſecond. perſon of that bleſſed Trinity : which 
wir: 

ſhip from uw Chriflianr, It hath been reccived as @ matter of Faith . 
the Catholick Church, That the Trinity in Unity and the Unity in Tri- 
nity is to be worſhipped 3 . and that  onr - bleſſed Saviour as God and 
man, is te be honoured as we' honour'the Father. Now: it feems to' me, 
that there is ſuch an excellent Order in our Liturgie for the performance 
of the Worſhip of God and onr bleſſed Saviour according to' theſe Evange- 
lical Revelations, that *tis ſcarce to be equalled in any other Way,eſpecial- 
ly that which is ſet up in competition with it. And 1 doubt not, all thoſe 
that will impartially conſider tbe Reſponſes, the Te Deum, the Gloria 
Patri ,\( which we ſo frequently uſe, becauſe it is ſo ſuitable 20 Gofpel- 
Worſhip of the bleſſed Trinity ) as alſo the Creed , the Letany , and 
the Communion-Service z and how God is honoured in the Three per- 
ſans, and yet as one God, and our Saviour invocated and acknowledged as 
God-man advanced to the bigheft dignity at the right hand of God in 
all theſe, will think as T do.. -1 kyow prejudice hinders men from obſerving 
what is excellent in any-thing ; but eſpecially ſuch'things as they are not 
' ſed to : but as T ſuppoſe none will deny that as God is thus to be worſhip- 
ped, ſo where men are not ſo prejudiced, I verily believe , they will think 
that in no Way they can do it better. 

There is ſometbing alſo to be inferred as to this matter of Gods Wor- 


ſhip, from the plemiful effuſion of the Spirit in Goſpel-times and our Fel- + 


lowſhip and Communion in that Spirit. There are ſome Phraſes in the New 
Teftament which, I think, have been perverted to a wrong fon 3 ſuch as 
Praying in the Holy Ghoſt, .Worſhipping God in the Spirit, &e, 
which I think, may better be referred to the warſhipping God. as revealed 
by the Goſpel (. which is called the miniſtration of the Spirit ) in the 
reſpe&t forementioned 3, or elſe our worſpipping God:in Faith -and Fervency, 
in Unity and Unanimity, .without diftindion of - Few and Gemile \ in ſpi- 
rituality, without legal Types and Figures , and carnal Ordinances \ in 
the vertue of . Chrifts Merits , which was tbe. truth of - the bloudy $ a- 
frees of atonement for acceptance with God in the legal Worſhip 3 and this 
_—_— to the revelations Te the Spirit of Fer ds —_ and , 
whoſe Gifts and Powers they were confirmed : 1. ſay, better reſerved to th 
rhinge; than to praying without any prepared Form. or ſtudy by belp of the 
pirit, F 


- 


of God requires ſomething peculiar in the matter of Prvine Wore 


LIMI 


LIMI 


Bs ſeems 19 me, that if theſe Expreſiour hodseny mation wipmepitg- by 
any extraordinary and " aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit,. aq mas their 


eying in Languages they bad never learnt , or in Expreſſions that were 
tan attainments they conld be ſuppoſed to bave by. ordinary tneans 
it muft be appliable onely unto that time. For. however an Opinion. bath 
been inſinuated of late, of a miraculous and ſwpernatural aſſiſtance far. the 
performance of that duty , which hath given confidence to many ( wha.are 
naturally nnable for the ſame ) to venture on it, and that even in publick, 
Adminiſtration, to the great diſhonour of Religion, and juſt offence:of 'all 
wiſe men : yet. I think none will dare to affirm that any.Chriſtian or. Mini» 
fter. bath any-promiſe from God of ſuch aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God; as. 
may make it to be truely ſaid, that be prays in the.Spirit in the ſenſe a» 
bove-mentioned» But now, 4s 1 firſt interpreted it of praying as the Reve- 
lations of the Spirit of Chriſt in the Goſpel requires, it is appliable- to all 
times; and this Tthink to be done ( as inthe forementioned reſpeli of wor- 
ſhipping the Trinity in Unity, and onr Lord. and Saviour as God-man, (0 
alſo ) when our Prayers are ordered for the greateſt advantage of Faith 
end fervency., and of the Union and Communion of all Saints: and ſo I 
think ours are. 

For in the firſt place, our Faith is —_— by the aſſurance that we ask, 
ſuch things as are pleafing to God \, and ſecondly, by the frequent mention 
of the merits of Chrift : When we po in the words which our Lord and 
Savionr bath tanght us, and uſe the Form compoſed by men famows in the 
Church,and approved. by multitudes of Chriſtians, and of many Ages : when 
our rover! are order” d with great advice of the moſt Learned among onr ſelves, 
and ſuch as are moſt orderly called to dire the publick, miniſtration , and 
when they are approved by all the Chriſtians united under one civil Govern: 
ment, by their Repreſentatives in Parliament ; and when we may our ſelves 
configer and weigh the ſame before we uſe them , baving them in. our Books 
toread certainly we may on all theſe accounts be more aſſured that we 
pray for ſuch things as we cught, than when we joyn in a Prayer we never 
beard, and is the ſudden conceptidn of a private Miniſter, as the uſe is with 
thoſe that are againft owr Way. Thirdly , the frequent mention of the Me- 
rits of our Saviour at the conclufion of our brief ColleAs, is more helpful 
to our Faith that we ſhall find acceptance with God, than when it is onely 
once at the end of a long continued Prayer. _« 

2. For fervency we have great help, having nothing to do but to apply 
our minds to earneſineſ in praiſing God and praying . to bim; no need of 
attending to bear what is ſpoken , that-we may judge whether it be fit for 
us to joyn in or not s and when we know the Prayers , we ean jon with 
tbe Minifter and Congregation , though we hear not every word be reads. 
And the briefneſs of the Prayers, wherein are ſuch weighty and comprehen= 


ſroe 


a Ak WS - , | 
ww” "helps quore'do trig "ferocnoy Hhunlong Prayers; Dug 
_ ene i ranrByaches, OILS 
(4-3. \WWe bunig fir 12eve of the Fellowſhip and Communion of the. a 
+41 cxrt9 ay, than gn.that which is ſit up agatnſt it, Firſt, we agree with the 
Saintewfrall Ages :inthir; that:rbe prvilick:- Worſhip of Goſ47-40\be ads 
winitihed by a prepured:Forw, and nt bywhe'preſim cmeeptions of the 'Ad+ 
miniftrator « For 1 cannot wnderftand.\that either the Feniſh Churred” or 
the Chriftien did ever adneinifter their publick, Form in any other way ( ex- 
. cept what thoſe perſons did who'were divinely inſpired , as many were a- 
-mong the Ferwr,and mn:the firſt ages of the Church, who were ſaid 'o prophtyy 
when they uttered fuch excellent P[ulms \or Prayers Exterppte®) of w 
this (r'8 ſufficient demonſtration tome, That in the Fewiſh Syhu f' of 
things at this day are adminiſtred by Forms', and in all "whe Fate 
Churches ( that bave not been accounted Enthuſiaſtical \) #he ſame Way 
was ever obſerved; at leaſt, none can deny that it now is ſo m all #he Chri- 
fan World, except thoſe Congregations 'that are wnnited"'in ſorte oflde'o+ 
Pimvon, and ſeparate from the bady of Chriſtians, the ondly conſiderable Bo- 
dy that ever admitted the other Way of adminiſtration, being the Scots and 
the Engliſh in the late Diftrafions ; which (on many accounts) tannot 'be 
efteemed an orderly Settlement. Now ſince « hath ſcarce ever been known, 
that in matters ſacred , and of long cuſtom, great Alterations have been 
made, bat with great Oppeſitions and Commotions, I conclude, that if jn 
the beginning of the Fewiſh Worſhip in their $ynagogues, or of the Chriftian 
Worſhip in the publick Aſſemblies, Prayers bad been ordinarily uſed +0 be 
- made in the Extempore way (" except by inſpired perſons ) that Way 
coxld not bave been altered ſo univerſally as it was to the uſe of Forms, 
and yet we bave no notice in Hiſtory or Tradition of the ſame. | | 
2. Weuſeſuch Forms wherein we- buvet#he moſt Communion with 6+ 
ther Chriſtians that is poſſible, we uſe the Plats of ' David, which as 
they bave ever been a part of the Publick, Worſhip of Jews , "ſo alſo of 
'Chriſtians 3 The Te Deum hath been uſtd very anciently, and received 
of abundance of Churches into their FG blick, Liturgie \ ſo the Creeds, 
and theCollets before the Epiſtles and Goſpels',” wh4\the General Con- 
feſſion and Abſolution 3 the Gloria Patri 3 and moſt parts -of our'Ser= 
vice, which is made up of the moſt approved - and generally - received 
Forms of Prayer that could be found," wth accommodation to the-preſent 
$ 51/712 \ DAY 
3. In the uſe of the Common-Prayer , we have Communion moſt. yully 
with the Chriſtians united nnder one Government . which wt - call 
Church of England, and with all that Congregation that we joyn with 
in publick Worſhip : whereas tm the other Way we have no certain Come 
munion but onely with the Miniſter, becauſe we are not ſure that any one in 
the 
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C) [ v3 Ave 1 ditltns ws 
nt , to beget a good opinion in the 
or the publick, ict of God. . 
- _ at have 4 tre love t0 God | afld 
fire ts honowr - jp as they think moſt 
agrepreble yo him ob inforns an ij Rab 
bation and Converſts may ſubjeft vheos and6\\- And" T-bope oſt that differ 
—_ be, will' not reproach rity fervehs deſire #6 promite Prety in' the Way 
T beſt approve, and am many ways obliged #0 chuſe before any other, And 
if what I have written would perfwadt them #0 make an boneft trial,” ( re 


by ſtanding at gaze t0 foe-rhei( we do;\ or ſiting; by '# wneoncerngd in-1 
Worſhip we er by the Common-prayer, onely to-an forthe Preacher # 


defire'to bear ,- but) by joyning heartily with 1s, needing. to the atv 
of this Paper, T do not doubt but they would ſoon leave wonderih 1 
my fervency in #his Way. But if ſome ſhould through miſguided Zeal, or 
for.the intoveſts of theiv Þ arty; fail foul on mo fv gs = fro | 
an Ny puter to dippave,” I. amr eontens to as *my"'S avidur © 
le he'Reproaches-of thoſe that reproach Gad' ( 410"0ondlem 
what by the Laws of 'Natuve and-Examples #i Seriphire 07 Jpg nites 
fallupon me: And of theſe that approve this Way of Worſhip be mack 
hereby #he more fervent und devont in-attending' therenpon, 1 ſhall rejoyee in 
my labours ant fuſferings for their ſakgs. ! And T-hope thiy\will be fo, when | 
they confidrn v ak incubis Way, Pevorion i tor) ſ3bj6f7'10-be abwſeid by tbe ſubs - 
riley of 4 ment';! as i bath" Been-by hoſe 06 both der differ. from us * 
That bats # nddaftonidagtment piver''e te wha and dapful\ by © 7 
a way of devotion that i above their reach; nor any temptation 19 the-bobd' and 
ſelf-conceited to aſpire,to their own hame.and the diſturbance of the Church ; 
That therein nothing but principles of Truth, that tend to Piety, Charity, , 
Obedience to Superionrs, Meekneſ7,Moderation,and Peaceableneſs among our .- 
ſelves, are poſſible to be inſinuated into our- minds; That bereby we ſhall ' 
be greatly affited in holy Meditations, ( while our minds will be jtored with - 
abundance of excellent maiter for the ſame). and in educating our Children 
religiouſly, in keeping our F amilies in unity and order, and performing the 
Worſhip belenging to the ſame 3 and.many other great benefits that we ſhall 
jpriehs in a devout attendance on the daily Service of God in publick 
appointed by this Church 3 hy which means they will be more confirmed in . 
their love bereunto, and become. examples to others, who will be more effe- - 
nally drawn to their duty, by obſeruing the pratiice of this Way of Friety,.. 


than ad 
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t | abut i, Coy ron ton that nothi is ure 


_ Hile this Sheet was printing, I was told by a friend, that he 
heard the learned Dr. Beveridge..( ina Sermon on-Jiw2. 12« 
March. 26, ). declare that the:i rae, word. Wor PE 
Expreſſing Honour and Reſpect by bo the Head and 

and that this aCtion , as it. had anciently been uſed in $a of. 
| tices tolignifie our adoration of Almighty God, ſo it is moſt fit and 
decent in the exerciſes of Religion now. ' I was much pleaſed that 
the j tof ſo excellent a perſon, publickly "rea juſt at the 

Sando oun of this Book,(which 1 am ſure he had not the leaſt know- 

or intimation of ) gave countenance to my Undertaking in this 

CE. 

- -, Since that, I hearing the laid Door read Prayers at one of the 
Lent-Sermons at his Church, it ſeemed to me ſuch a perfe&t Exempli- 
pm tion'of what I adviſe in the Book, that I might ſeem. to have 

all from his pratice ( though I never heard him-before ). And 

I have great hope, that the ene. of -one ſo eminently Pious and 
and of ſoexcellent a Temper, and ſuch unweaxied Labours 

in the Miniſtry, may do more toward introducing fſcriouſneſs and rc- 
verence in Divine Worfhip, than theſe Papers can do themſelves : 
wherefore I have ventured ( without his bowlles ) to his 
Example in conjun@ion with my other endeavourss h ing 
his pardon, if he be offended to hav his dame: enamel by o jr 
worthy a Pen. | : 
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Dire&Gions for READERS. 


& E that will perform this ſervice as he ought, muſt 
| fiſt be prepared with true Devotion in his. Mind 
SF and $pirit, | 
Ss Iwo things are needful for the explication of 
» this. Firſt, that the expreſſion of Devotion is 
a neceſſary part of Worlhip. Secondly, that it 
EY will be difhcult for the Reader to make ſuch Ex- 
| preſſion, if he have not realdevotion in himſelf. 

For the firſt, I ſhall onely obſerve, that it is the very nature of Pub- 
lick Worſhip, to be an outward expreſſion of fuch inward affeQions 
of our Souls as are due unto God alone 3, and ſuch an expreſſion as is 
moſt unto his Honour, and our own and others Edifhcation, This, I 
think, no man will deny. And for that reaſon, the —_— for this 
Publick Worſhip is fitted to expreſs a great fervency in upplicating 
the Divine Majeſty, ( the Spring of all comfort ) and a great joy an 
exultancy cf mind , in Extolling and Praiſng the Divine Majeliy 
(which is the perfe&ion of our Felicity). And alſo to be accompa- 
nicd with actions ſuitable thereunta, And he that reads the Prayers 
with a rambling haſte, without ſuch due exprefſions of- Devotion in 
the manner of his ſpeech and aQions, quite alters the natyre of the 
thing, and ſfoils the deſign of it. ; 

Every man of any ſenle, can diſcern the indecency of reading ſuch 
words as [ Lo2d have mercy upon us , Chiift have mercy 
upon ts, L92d have mercy upon us ] with fuch a manner of. 


{pea- 


/ P# 
# , Fg 


MI 


"* * 


| 1: 4/5, ] 
ſpeaking, as ſignifies but little devotion. and fervency of mind. And 
they may allo of faying the - Gloria Patri, and Te. Dem, &c. with- 
out ſuch cheerfulneſs of Speech , and reverent as of Adoration as 
become the ſame. Neither can we think, that we honour God by 
any words we ſpeak, if we do not appear fervous and devout in pro- 
mopneing theAame : nor will it at all edihe our {e\ves or others, For 
ards'do not work here as Spells and* Charms, but as rational Inſtru- 
ments that ſignihe the belief and affedtions of our Souls; which they 
cannot do, but by being ſo pronounced,” and accompanied with fit 
aQions as aforeſaid. So that upon thefe reaſons, the Reader is ob- 
liged to the expreſfion' of Devotion in' his'/performance- of this Ser- 
vice. 

But beſides, he that is careleſs in making ſuch expreſhon of Devo- 
tion in reading the Prayers, doth very much to prevent the converſion 
of Infidels and Papiſts, and. to excuſe the Nonconformity of all kind 
of Separatiſts, and to encourage the Prophane in their neglect to at- 
tend theſe Sacred Offices. 

Toexplain this, 1 muſt intreat. the Reader to confidery that not- 
withſianding.the: confuſion of Tongues , there is one univerfaf Exrr- 


guage underſtood by all Mankind, high and low, and the hg 1} o 


well as the learned ; And thoſe that know not the mea: 
words we ſpeak., or can well perceive whether we ſpeIK Sente or 
Nonſence,'. yet by this can give account ,of what we fay or do $ to 
the $eneral tendency thereof. And this Language confifts it! tht T6RE 
of our Words; and Mbde of our Aﬀtions ; by theſe they kndw whes 
ther a man means Love or Hatred , Anger or Good pleaſure , Honour 
or Contempt, in ' the common converſation _ OS life : and ſo in 
Religion they know by theſe, whether a map, being in the Church, 
means the adoration of a God, or a phantaſtick obſervation of per- 
ſons or things there preſerit 3 whether he means a natural delight in 
cp_ his Gifts and natural powers, and in attending to the imulick 
of Words; Voices; or Inſtruments, (tor there is no great difference, if 
no tore be tneant J' or, a Spiritual employment of his mind upon 

. God;and the things bf Religion... 7 
And this kind of Language, ( for ſo I here call it ) as it is uiider- 
ſtood tridſt penerally , ſo it works moſt powerfully on_ the minds of 
mien, ind diſpoſeth them to belieye what they exprels, more than 
any Rhetorick of words can do. And though theſe expreſſions, 4s 
well isthat of Words, requires ſome caution for the right underſtan- 
ding then, and ,may be abuſed by Hypocrites. to cheat and deceive 
the world 3 yet ſince, according to mens underſtanding of them, and 
till tity are convinced of the ypaccitic , they do indine arid affect 
their 


Ml 


- their minds, men.are-to account, themſelves cc 


- Common-Prayer : For both the 


' his Titles-and Attributes, to cover the defects of :their invention. 
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expreſſions foritheir, conviction and cdification, f | AI pRca, thing 
ou 


arbitrary, apd at mens-liberty, ;whether they will . uſe them or not : 


'For lance they araſo ſignificant, of our adoration, of Goh,and ferven- 


cy in.our:Prayers. to; him , and, exultancy in his -praiſes3, we m 


obliged thexeunto , by vertue of the-Commands vt worſhipping. Ggd, 


of praying toand. praifing of ;him; beſides the any Commands apd 
Examples in- Scripture p> ſuch outward Exproions And Takes 
the Minds of. men.are-ſo apt tobe indined .by thele , that they will 
{carce believe we truly mean the Worſhip of God, .cxcept we, expreſs 
it-by ſuch ſigns. 'To. apply this to the Pretour puzpole. 

All Nations , -accoxding, to that knowledge which naturally they 
have of this, have inſtituted and practiſed ſuch» Expreſſions of their 
Honour and Reſpe&t unto. the God they worſhipped 3 ,and . the more 
the Papiſts have declined from the ſaubGance of true, Piety, the mare 
they have endeavoured to keep up the reputation of it by outward 


ſigns of: Devotion 3 and all Ses , as they have. formerly, {o do they 


ftill- make the appearances of extraoxdinary Devctian , the means to 
introduce their Errours. and Schiſms. Now taking, this. for granted, 
that it is part of the Law written in the hearts of all men, that what- 
ever is acknowledged to be God, is. to be wor(hipped and adored 
and that as the Name of God is great and dreadful, ſo his, Worſhip 


- ſhould be awful and ſerious 3 and that they all underſtand by the, means 


forementioned when it appears to be ſo : I ſay, on, ſuch. premiſes we 
may conclude, that be our Religion never ſo. good , they will. peyer 


be inclincd to conſider of..it, and.ſo brought to embrace it, while they 


perceive a defe& of the Expreſſions of- Devotion in, the .moſt ſoleran 
Offices of Divine Worſhip performed. therein , and thiok, they . out- 
do us in a matter they are: ſo certain to: be good and well-plcaling to 
God, and profitable to men. 
And I believe there can ſcarce be aſſigned a more, probable Cauſe of 
the great. averſeneſ(s. both of we and Separatiſts..to joyn, in our 
e have, great appeaxances of Devotion 
in their ſeveral ways : The /Papiſts, in theix, frequent, bowing, , and o- 
ther acts of. adoration 3 the Fazaticks , in their ,tervency , and {criouſ- 
neſs in: Extemporary Prayers : And theſe; latter ( in whom we are 
moſt.concerned in this matter) are neceſſitated to ſeriouſneſs and inten- 


- tion, as that-without which no-man can pray, in. that, way, with any 


tolerablei lence and -method 3..and. many who,, with greatelt wten- 


- tion and ſeriouſneſs can ſcarce-do either,are the more ablged toexpreſs 


| it 
B 2 this 


a greater fervency, and to call upon-the Name of God,aud Wemarrot 


» 
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this however looks like the Expreſſion-of*a great Devotion, ard isfo 
underſtood by the unwary - multitude. If therefore they perceive no 

' Expreſſions in our way that bear proportion to the ſame, it is impoſs 
ſible but they will prefer theirs before-it. 3 and hence they . generally 
argue, that they are not bound to -joyn-in.a- way of. Worſhip. that is 
worſe, when they have opportunity to have Communion in a way 
that is better. Now the main thing wherein this betterneſs- conſiſts, 
it their Opinion, is the appearances which they perceive in.the Mini- 
ſters of their way of a great ſenſe of -Gods inviſible preſence , and :a 
great ſeriouſneſs and ferveney of mind in their Prayers to him 3 which 
they do not perceive in our way, when the Prayers-. are read with- - 
out ſach Expreſlions.of Devotien as I now afhrm to -be neceſla-.. 
IV. 

And'then it encourages the profaner- ſort in. negle&ing theſe holy. 
Offices: For when they ſee the Readers ofthe. Prayers ſo flight 
and ſuperficial, and to expreſs ſo little ſeriouſneſs -and -Devotion in . 
Reading, they will never think themſelves -guilty of any . great fin in 
being flight and carelefs in hearing, or very indevout if they never core 
te hear them-at all. Theſe things ſhew a necethty of .cxpreſſing De- - 
votion in reading the Prayers, But; 

Secondly, this men will-very hardly de, if they-have not. the truth - 
of-it in their own Souls: -*Tis true, men . may very cafily diſcern by . 
natural Reafon , the deceney of humouring words with a pronuntis- 
tion {ſuitable to the matter they contain, and of. joyning therewith |. 
fit and comely deportment of the Body 3. and «they may know by com- 
mon, obſervation, that as this is Praiſe-worthy, ſo it is. of good Re- 
port among men-: And ſo it may bethought, that.in compliance with 
their own Reaſon-, and-to gain applauſe among men , Readers. may 
well enough compoſe themſelves-to countertcit Devotion in perform- 
ing the Office of Commone-prayer 3 and that, although they have noge 
of the truth of it in themſc}ves.: | 

I confeſs, for my-own part-, I think-a counterfeit. -Piety ſo much 
better for the Church than a profeſs'd Formality,thatI wiſh thePrayers 
were devoutly read,.on what account ſoever. it. be.done. But when I. ; 
conſider how Errour hath weakened the reſpect that ſhauld be had -to- . 
Devotion in the way of the Common-prayer, and obſerve the great 
flightneſs and general formality that. is common in hearing, it,. (I am 
afraid ) this* will - prevent : that conſideration... in molt. Readers , and 
quite inervate the force of ſuch-Arguments; ſo that if. men have not 
a great. Devotion' in-themſelves, they. are more like to be aſhamed to -. 
expreſs it, than cnclined to counterfeit it :. For.,when they, {ee that men: 
generally think -they have acquitted- themlc]ves very,well in the maz- 
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ters -of God's Worllilp', if they do: diligently/ attend! to what the 
Miniſter prays and preaches'in the Pulpit, though theylittle regard 
what the Readers: do in the'Desk.3 Readers will think it lictle con- 
cerns-them to regard it neither 3 and fo they, are apt, to haften. the 
Prayers out of the way,to make room for that which they ſee is chiefly 
intended, But now it- we may ſuppole a Reader to delign this, we 
may find reaſon to think that it is much harder.tor--any one." this 
caſe to perſonate the man- he is-not , than-in any other : that car be 
named : for the ſenſe of an Omniſcient Being, who is eſpecially pre- 
{ent, and requires truth in the inward parts, abhorring all hypocrifie 
and diffimulation, and that more. peculiarly in the Offices of this 'im- 
mediate Worſhip-and Service : 1 ſay, the ſence of this will be- apt to- 
beget ſuch a dread in their minds, as will- hinder their - attention to 
the right performance of a counterfeit Devotion. For certainly, as no- 
thing is more helpful-to the moſt decent expretion of Devotion(where 
itcruly 15) than the lively. ſenſe of Gods Preſence 3 ſo nathingcan be 
more apt to- diſcompoſe the mind that detigns not at all to expreſs, 
but onely to counterfeit Devotion. . Again, mens defect of. true Piety - 
oft betrays them-to groſs Vices, which not onely impreſs a-guilt:on. 
their minds. but alſo make them cautious, that all that. know them will 
judge their ſeeming Devotion in the pertoymance of this- Office to be 
but a kind of Pageantry 3 and this will very much increaſe the: difficul- 
ty of the thing, So that I think I may conclude, that he which 
would read the Commen-Prayer well, ought to be. prepared: with true 
Devotion. 

But here F muſt inſert a Caution, that I do not approve of them 
that make a ſcorn of - the appearances of Devotion in ſome Readers, 
becauſe they are reported (it may be truly ) to be often guilty of - 
intemperance in drinking, : -For 1 believe, notwithſtanding; that, they 
may be {mccre. There is no-man that lives and ſins not - And there-is a 
ercat deceittulnefs in fin., and this deceit operates molt. on the per- - 
{ons where it moſt prevails 3 and therefore | have often obſerved, 
( and ſo have wifer men ) that fome perfons whom all the: Town | 
have nuarked'for covetous men , would not believe themielves to be 
ſo: and ſoit is with Spiteful, Rageful, Froward, and Revengetul per- - 
fons, and raany others... An41 it may be ſo with theſe 

And - though Intemperance {the {in ofteneſt infifted on): may-feem 
to the ObjeEtors ( and many others not much .inclined thereunts ) 
to-be a greater vice than the.torementioned-, yet it may. not ſo ſeem: + 
to them that are guilty z' and fo they may think that their ordinaty 
meaſures, though greater than others, - 15 no (1, and their lapſes into - 
{uchas they. cannot deny to. be Excefics., and to diſguiſe. them ( as 

all. i 
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"all vices in ſome kind tho!) » may beiparidoned by the-mercigs of -che 
}Goſpd, 1otthe exercife of ctheir-dlaily:Biepentance. And-though I 
.think'(@s:1 rid) that thereris muchiof | Cheat: in. this , yet-while 
they -believe their'fms-to' be conſiſtent with a fate of Grace, and 
;profeſciand praQtiſe-akindof *Repentance, (+ though -not;ſuch-as . will 
-obtain;theix-Pardon;) :hfay., in: ſuch cafes 1 believe their expreſſions 
of Deyotion mayinot be charged with ; Hypoerifze : For they may 
truly, mean.to adore, fupplicate, 'aud-praiſe, God 3 and it -may be: the 
; anoretraly, becauſe they: think'he will not exaCt-ſuch. obſervances as 
they think themſelves unable to perform. And I am afraid that. ſort of 
men who moſt complain of this:Reader, hold ſome Principles that 
;give too much help to: that vain hope whereby (uch- men cheat them- 
elves to their eternal ruine ; and while they blame others, fin deceives 
.in this mattereven themſelves. For it is-a. great cheat to think, that 
becauſe:men do-amifs in ſome things, God will accept nothing that 
they. do 3 and as- great , that men may commend nothing in ſuch : 
| For;as it is evident, never any did any: thing well for God, but it was 
accepted at his hand, unto ſuch purpoſes as were meet, . and tended 
to draw men farther , and | not diſcourage them. Nebuchadnezzar, 
Ahab, Febu, and many morearc inftances of this :. And all wiſe men, 
and ſome Inſpired ones, have commended whatever of Vertue or Pic- 
ty they found in the worlt of men : Pax/; for inſtance,” the Fews, 
Therctore I conclude, though ſome: Readers who perform this Service 
well; and-make fit- expreſſions of Devotion-in their outward behavi- 
our 3 I ſay, though they may be often guilty of Exceſs and Intempe- 
rance, | yet-we cannot condemn them of Hypocrifie, nor ought to tic 
courage them in what they-do well : but our Duty is:by all means 
' tO admoniſh them daily, and to convince them of the — of 
their ſin,'that they be not haydned by it 3 and per{wade them of the 
; neceſſity iof univerſal Repentance - and Obedience, as that without 
.which God will never accept them into:the embrates of his Fatherly 
love,” however he may forbear'them :{ome temporal Judgments, and 
- give them-ſome temporal Bleſlings ; much leſs will he bring them to 
his' Heavenly Kingdom : Nor can the true Children of God and this 
Church maintain ſuch intimate Converſes with them, nor ſhew ſuch 
brotherly kindneſs to them , as to ſober: Chriſtians. Nor cught the 
- Church to continue'them in her Communion , if they do not ſpeedi- 
ly reform and amend their lives. But yet we may not decline their 
Miniſtration, nor make any Schiſm in or from a Church on their. ac- 
count, 
'But becauſe I would not be thought: hereby to cxcuſe ſuch mer, or 
- give: thernany encouragement to-preſume, I intreat- them to conſider, 
| that 
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that the Evangelical Precepts of Pirfedion-are phin and:cagent_; The 
Grace ouch(fcd is mighty and powerful; and'to. thoſe chin he 
manfully, the-vicory is certain z every,one that ſzeks as he ought, fun 
hind a way of eſcape out of every, temptation for God will not ſuffer. 
us to be tempted yove that we are able : If we will refit. the Devil, he 
will fly from ws if we will 'walkjn the Spirit, we ſhall not fulfil-the lufts 
of the fl:ſh'; for the Spirit that is in w,, is ſtronger than be which is in. tha 
world, or than the moſt importunate Juſts. of- the Fleſh, Therefore 
it is onely. our willingneſs to- yield , that makes' us cafie to be over- 
come : and he that thinks otherwiſe, diſbonours the Grace, of God; 
diſcourages vigorous Endeavours- after that Perfe&tion which. is the 
mark we (hould all aim at, puts: the Conſcience on- the Rack,. or,,as 
the Prophets phraſe is, ftays long in the place of breaking forth of Chit 
dren, enjoying no eaſe and content in his mind, and prevents himſelf 
of the h'ghelt Joy in the hope of Eternal Life : Befides,. he is an. of- 
fence to his Brethren, tempts them to forſakg, if. not akhor Gods Al- 
tar, and prove | OE from the beſt Church in the world, and 
neglect their attendance on the molt ſolemn and cdifying Form of 
Divine Service ; and many more miſchicfs which are conſequent un- 
to an indulging themſelves in that unmanly vice I here treat of. Where- 
fore I carneſily beſeech all Readers to break off all evil Cuſtoms of 
this kind , and to endeavour a perfet Temperance and Sobric- 
ky. 
P Being prepared as before , he mult endeavour to carry a ſober 
Gravity in his Countenance, as co his ſenſe of approaching, 
the Divine 'Preſence, in the moſt ſolemn Exerciſes of holy Worthip 
And alſo the knowledge of this Office, that he is Gods Embaſſador to 
his People, and their Spoakſman to God , ( for ſo is every, Reader 
rightly ordained, as well as the Preacher, and in reading the Scri- 
pture as a Miniſter of the Churclr , he ſpeaks from God with the 
greateſt Authority ) he ſhould therefore ſuppreſs in himſelf all time- 
rouſneſs and baſhfulneſs, and carry a decent Majeſty and gravity in 
his Deportment and Countenance, | 

4. He muſt make thoſe ends to which the ſeveral parts of this Ser- 
vice are deſigned, to be bis own: He mult endeavour by reading the 
Sentences of Scripture at the beginning, and the ſolemn Preface , t9 
compoſe the minds of the people to great ſeriouſneſs and true peni= 
tence : By rcading the Abſolztion, to conhrm their hopes of Mercy 
and Pardon but without preſumption:By reading the Prayers,and repea- 
ting all parts, of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, and the Reſponſes and mu- 
tual provocations to Devotion, &c, he mult earneſtly intend not one- 
ly the expreflion of his own holy affections, but to excite the _ in 
other 
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rayers, and this, manner of ſpeaking to God and man, thereby'ma- 
Fs Ss or aA 
"5, He-muſt endeavour ,' by a clear Voice, and diſtin Pronuntia- 
tion, to'make himſelf underſtood of all, and by a treatable Speech'to 
; make it caſie for the people to. follow him ,: eſpecially in thoſe ' parts 
of Worfhip wherein they are to joyn their' Voices : But yet not fo 
' low neither, that,many ſhould run before him in repeating the- Pray 
. ers and the Belief, as people are apt to do 3 which ſeems to me a very 
indecent thing, and an affront to'the Miniſterial Othce, which is al- 
ways. to lead in the publick Duties of Religion. And in repea- 
' ting the Pſalms , he fhould make ſuch obſervation , that his Speech 
; may bear proportion. with the generality of the Congregation 3 and 
' that there 'be no pauſe between their ending one Verſe and his be- 
 ginning another, but that he come in with them-at'the' laſt word 3 
which makes this Exerciſe more like 'Pſalmody , the ' thing * for 
which it is intended : a thing wherein the people do much want” to 
; be well inſtructed, as that which would turn their prejudices againſt 
this manner of reading the Pſalms, intoa great Devotion, and delight 
! therein, as a thing which hath moſt of Heaven of any thing done hexe 
on Earth. 

6, In the 'Solemn Prayers, he muſt put on the greateſt 'gravity, 
ard outward expreſſion of humbleſt 'Reverence and Devotion 3 
this being,' one principal part of Divine Worlhip, wherein we apply 
our {elves moft immediately to God himſelf, and make the nearelt'ap- 
proaches unto his Throne of Grace. And he muſt labour to excite 
the ſame expretſions of Devotion in. the People , as by his own Ex- 
ample; ſo by the affeCtionate pronunciation of theſe words appointed 
thereunto, Let US Pay 3 than which nothing can be better- order- 
ed, to diſtinguiſh between Solemn Prayers, and thoſe we offer up in 
the way of P/almody. 

Eſpecially in the repetition of the Lords Prayer, ' We cannot but 
know, that as "God hath greateſt regard to that, as the compoſure of 
his dear and onely Son, (his cternal wiſdom appearing in our fleſh) 
and the Catholick, Church, guided by the' Divine Spirit, hath ever had it 
in great veneration, as the inſtruction of her Lord and Saviour in the 
molt principal part of her duty , and declaration of her Catholick, 
Unity s So every Miniſter of ' God and his Church ſhould {hew- his 
reat eſteem thereof, by the woſt ſolemn and devout manner of repea- 
ting the ſame.” Beſides, in honouriof the Author , and'for the cxcel- 
lency of the matter, and the comprehenfiveneſs of the words, as well 
as in.conformity to God and his Church , -this is required at their 
. hands. 
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hands. ' And I ink{t particulaazly on'this , becauſe I have obſerved, 
that | many Regders. having this Paayer more perfectly. by heart 
than any of the reſt, they ramble. it over with a greater haſt, and have 
leſs care to expreſs. that Devotion which becomes this Solemn Exer- 
<<iſe in reading that, than any other, 

| 77. He that reads, ſhould not onely obſerve to do it mm ſuch poſtures 
as the Church hath ordered, as flanding or kneeling in ſuch parts of 
Worſhip as is proper to cach 3 but alſo with ſuch natural a&tions, as 
lifting up the Eyes or Hands, &c. which the Church hath not or- 
dercd; becauſe they axe {o obvious to the realon of all Mankind, as 
ſuch outward cxpreſhons of the inward Devotion of our minds, which 
are due to God by the very Law of our nature: and they are in- 
deed ſo natural, that ir is ſcarce pofhble for a man truely devout to 
forbear the uſe of them. And it ſecms to me a thing wonderful, 
how Satan hath blinded the minds of men protciling the belt Religion 
in the world, that they do not more plainly perceive the decency of tuch 
aQsof Devotion, nor more generally practife them. 

8. He ought alſo to make ſuch fit Pauſes, where the people are to 
change their poſture from kneeling to ftanding , that they may have 
time to riſe up, and compole themſelves tor fit as of Adoration in 
repeating the words of Glory, wherewith we begin the Othce of Praiſe 
and T hankſgiving. 

9. He ought alſo to give to each part of the Service the proper 
accent or meaſure of Voice belonging to the {ame : For it is not {eem- 
1y that all ſhould be read in one Tone > but thoſe parts that are far 
InftrxGton, wherein he ſpeaks to the people, ſhould have one manner 
of reading 3 the Prayers, wherein he alone ſpeaks for them, anather z 
and thofe Pfalmy and Prayers wherein they ſpeak with him by turns, 
another. He that hath no undevfianding of this, nor doth obſerve 
1t as it ought to be, can never read well, 

Io. It is alſo tit, to give an Emphaſis to {ome words in Reading, 
for the better expreſſion of the devour affections which they, may be 
ſuppoſed to excite. But ſome Reeders have acculiomed themlclves 
to 2 kind of devout Tone, which puts av Emphalis on Words where 
noe is required 3 which plainly ſhews an affefation of Devotion 
where none is : Whereas nothivg ſhews well in the Minifizies of Re» 
ligion, but that which appears to he natural, and the true effect of a 
devour Mind, direGted by fober Fudgment. But this 1s moſt indecent 
irs the repetition of the Pſalms, and all Alternate readings ,/ becauſe 
the people can obſerve na Concord is this , as they may when. it is 
x6ad with an cven Voice, without ſuch long Pauſcs as fuch kind of 


Tones are uſually accompanied withal, 
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tr. Andit is yery convenient , that in Reading thoſe things that 
the people are leaſt perfect in,the Reaer ſhould take moſt care to ſpealt 
diſtinaly and audibly ; which I have often obſerved they do+ not : 
The reafon ſeems to be, that the care of reading right what they are. 
leaſt uſed unto, takes off from the regard they ſhould have to read 
alſo-that all may hear. The things I mean, are the Coles which 
arc proper to ſeveral days, the Prayers to be uſed on ſeveral occafions; 
and the Chaptcrs that are read out of the Apocrypha, &c. 

12, Though it be a great advantage to this devort manner of Rea- 
ding, to be fo perfet , that he need not have a continual cye on his 
Book 3 yet until he be ſo, the Reader is not to venture on his memo- 
ry alone : becauſe miſtakes are very indecent,and difcompoſe the Audi- 
tory, 
| : 3. He ought aWfo to make carcful proviſion that all things be rea- 
dy look'd ont betorchand, that there be no-cluttering of leaves in the 
midſt of the Service. 

And here Ithalt humbly offer to the corfideration of the Gover= 
nours of Choires ir Cathedral Churches, the Reformation of a great 
Diſorder thar proceeds from the neglect of ſomething of this kind. 
I have obſerved my felt, and heard many complain, fome out of De- 
votion ;” others, in Reproach of our Service, that the Singing-boys. 
are ſo rude and indecent in their behaviour , that it makes that Ser-- 
vice ſeem more like a carnal Divertiſement, than the ſolemn Worſhip- 
of Almighty God : The occaſion whereof ſeems to me, to be the 
negle&t of due care that all the Singing-men and Boys know before- 
hand what is to be fung, and have it, every one, turned down rea»: 
dy in their Books : tor the chief occaſion of their talking to the Sing- 
ing-men, and among themſelves, is about this-matterz- and their be-- 
ing fo uſcd to talk in the midſt of the Prayers, begets a profane Spi- 
ritin them, and is ſuch an excuſe for them, that they are ready to. 
talk.and laugh together , on other accounts, in the very face of the 
Biſhops and the Mafters of the Church : which hath given. great of 
fence to many 3 and, F believe, the ſuffering; this hath been one great 
 can(e'of the contempt of that- Service among the Common people,. 

and this makes the Reformation thereof the more needful._ I was 

lately told of an Order in ſome Lwtheran Churches, ( whoſe- Service 

conſiſts chiefly in Singing the Pſalms df David to the praiſe and glo-. 
ry of God, and Songs of love and honour to our bleſſed Saviour, 
compofed- by excellent perſons among themſelves) that they. have. 
twice a day Aſſemblies for this Service 3 and that all may know. what. 
is to be ſung, there is a-Table hung up-at the entrance of the Church. 
or Choire, where it is written down what Pſalms. and Songs are ap-: 

Rx. pointed. 
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Pointed for the day and the people ( coming early to Church ) go 
 tiuſt to this place, .and take notice what they are to ſing,” and leok it 
offr ready before the Service begings. Such an Order in our Choires 
would prevent the Boys 'running up and down with Books to tell 
what Anthem is ſung, which is alſo very indecent. | 

Neither is the care of cleanneſs and neatnefs both of Body and Gar- 
ments: to- be neglected. The reaſon of the Judicial Laws for the 
Waſlhings and curious Garments of the Prie(ts,which was for the beau- 
ty and glory of the Worſhip they were to perform , ſeems to me to 
infer thus much at leaſt, That thoſe who-adminiltcr holy things,ſhould 
avoid all offenſive naltincſs and flovinglineſs, and appear betore God 
and the Congregation as becomes the Miniſters of the moſt holy God, 
and of the Church, which Chrilt dcfignes to be without ſpot or wrin- 
kle : and eſpecially in adminiſiring thoſe things which are more (a- 
cred and glorious, | 

The oblervation of the great proneneſs of poor Readers to neglect 
this , hath perſwaded me of the convenient inſtitution of the Szr- 
plice, to teach them cleanlineſs, and cover their deteRs therein 3 
which yet will not prevail with many to keep Themſelves clean, nor 
That neither. 


Thus have I hinted ſuch things as ſeem to make for the Solemnity 
and Efficacy of Divine Service z and the contrary whereunto, I have 
either obſerved my (elf, or heard others complain to be indecent ; which 
] humbly offer to the conſideration of thoſe that are to read Publick 
Prayers. And I hope they will be moved the more to the exerciſe of 
their conſideration in this matter, when they ſee the people do take 
notice what is decent and what indecent in their performance 3 and 
concern themſelves as much to have the Prayers well read, as to have 
excellent Sermons Preached. And upon ſuch conlideration, they will 
find far better Rules todired& themſelves, than anymy Pen can offer. 
And I might uſe ſome Arguments to per{wade all Readers to attend 
unto ſuch moſt ſerious conſideration 3 but I ſhall mention onely this 
for a Cencluſion : That every one of them did declare. (at their Or- + 
dination ) their belief that they were inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt 
20 take on them this Office and Miniſtry to ſerve God, for the promoting his 
Glory, and edifying his People. Which if they truly were, the ſame Spi- 
rit will certainly incline them to fuch contideration as is neceſſary to 
the well performance of their Office to thoſe great ends to which it is 
dcligned ; and this is alll aim at in this Paper. | 
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Adwite tothe PEOPLE. 


" JE that will perform this Service as He ought, maſt be dvely pre-- 
' par'd for the ſame. Now theſe Preparations are cither Morat 
er Natural, The Moral are, 1. That we compoſe our minds-to ſuch 
a frarne as becomes the Worſhip and Service of the moſt high God, 
a6d his Son Jeſus Chriſtz. and that we may perform it in. the Fel- 
fowſhip and Communion of the Holy Ghoſt. He that thinks of no-- 
thing Clfe xt his going to Church, but of hearing fome celebrated 
Preacher, that hath a. rare Gift of Pyayer, or excellent method in Preaching, 
where he ſhall have his mind ſtix'd up to goed thoughts, or his Fancy 
pleaſed with. curious Notions , his Doubts reſolved: in hard points 
of Divinity, an@ himſelf aſfilicd: to defend the Party he is of againft 
their oponents, and ſach-like things : 1 ſay, he that hath onely ſuch. 
thouphts at his poitg to Church, will never concern himſclf to'be {a- 
ferious and compoſed, and to put on ſuch a heavenly frame of 'mind, 
as he that thinks he. going to do the work, of Angels, to adore and wor-- 
id that eternal Being that is enthron'd 'in the Heauens , and that Lamb- 
pe at by right. hanl, who bath taken away the fins of the world: 
0 celebrate their Praifes, to make our common Supplications 10 Gol through 
His Son: And to witteſs our ſubjetion to the governance of the hyly Do>- 
ng; of and Laws delivered by immediate inſpiration of bis bleſſed Spi=- 
it, OC. 
And this is evident frum the nature of the thing , fo is it ap+- 
arent in the effe&s atnong men. For while theſe of the latter ſort 
ave-always beech concerned to approach the Honſe of God with- 
Hem reverence, . and at their coming thereinto to be uncovered, and 
'bow down and worſhip, and to fall on their knees at their.coming. 
| to the place of their ftation, to implore God's gratious aſliftance in- 
/ the pefformance of this folemin and ſacred Service 3 they of: the for- 
mer fort ory out of theſe things , that they are Tdolatry , Will-wor- 
ſhip, and Superſtition, #*c, And: though not one of a thouſand of: 
them Know the original import of thoſe words, nor ſcarce what them=- 
ftlves mcan by them ; yet are they. extream confident in-their own- 
way of gightneſs and irreverence in their approaches to facred Ofh-- 
_ 6es, (eſpecially in publick,where it is moſt indecent) the reaſon where- 
- of is evident to me to be this ; That they fee no neceflity of: ſuch. 
FRreparation for. attendance on the. Publick Worſhip in their Fo 
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© whitelthiey find'themfelves 23 apr $0.be affeRcd by the Pillfons an® 


Rheorick;” or Voyer and Aftion-of the Preacher, without luch pre- 


paration, 'as with it'z and therefore think-it ſufficient to lift up their 


Hearts to Godin pious Medications, when fb affteQ#d, without any: 
outward expreffions of Reverence and Adoration. Thercfore they 
think it needleſs that we do the fore-mentioned-aCtions-in our Way, 


" and for that reaſon load the Fame with ſuch approbrious names, ÞF 


confels 1 caxrmot but wonder ( though T1 know lome will be very an- 
gry with me for it ) at the lit Exceptions: that are made agaiult” 
theſe things 3 and1 cannot but hope, that { notwithltanding- theig 
great conhdence ) our oppoſites hercin on ſerious thoughts may come- 
tohrave a better opinion thereof; 

Tintend not Difſputation, ( for-T pretend not to Ecarning) nor: 
doth the thing require it : Forevery-thing that” is-at-to be-done , is 
mot fit tobe diſputed 3 becauſe chat would” be to ſuppoſe a- difficulty 
where there is none. But I ſhall propound a few thiags to be confi-- 
dered, that may bring men to right thoughts in this mater; 

I, That the belict of the invilibte univerſal preſence of the moſt: 
glorions-andonely adorable Bcing, who- hath made and-doth-goverw 


all things, is'one chief Foundation of all Religion.. 


2, That the belicf of this-ſpecial*prefence.of his Glory and* Grace 
where the Offices of tns-fokemn publick Worſhip is adminiſtred, is the 
chick reaſon of all religions Afſemblies; 

3. That the mott-exprels gdgertay 115 acknowledgment-of ' our: 
ſenſe of- this his glorious and? gracious Preſence, is xcquired of all -the- 
members offuch Aﬀemblies,both'by the nature of the thing, and diving- 
Revelation. | 

4+ . That uncovering the Head, bowing the Body, and falling down« 
on our Knees, doth plainly. ignite ſuch acknowledgment , and that 
to the moſt dulland'unkarnedot- Mankind. 3- elpecially. if they do but 
know that we meet:together:to werſhip God, as Fobſervad betorce. 

5. That becanſe it may not be poſlible for tham-to miliake the: 
meaning-of theſe a&ions , which is the chict-matrer of offeace, our: 
Cuftom 1s, when we bow down-and worſhip; to do it towards the- 
place where the Holy Table is.. Now every-man that 'will but cuter: 
into any confideration of this- matter, ( which is: the chief cauſe of 


. exception ) muft neceſfarily perceive , that if*that: a&tion be done- 


at all in the = of publick Worſhip, it” cannot be ftitly done any 
othcr: way. For: the Quires, where it -is- moſt cuſtomary, (fone of 
them efpecially-that 1 have ſeen) have one-entrance againſt the Table, 
and two others/one of each fide, over againſt cach other, Now if a+ 
man at-his entrance at the former, ſhould think it better to face quite- 


come into_the,place purpoſely appointed, aud.preſently to be uſed for 
the moſt (olemn Exerciſes of Divine Worſhip . to.make an acknow- 
ledgment that we arefenſible we are come to appezr in the ſpecial 
-preletice of God, to.do him the utmoſt worſhip. and honour we are 
able, by bumbly:bowing our ſelves that way -where .there is ſome- 
thing that :may help tounind -us of .his condeſcention to -be fo gra- 
cioully preſent, but nothing that may Jo much as ſeem to:be the ob- 
je& of our reſpet ; but Gods invilible;preſence. [And this isa thing 
that'ſecrrs tome toned no Dilputation, as 1 ſaid at firft, 

1 know *tis eafie to "multiply -wozds on this Subje&t : but my in- 
tended brevity permitsno more, 'I {hall onely add theſe two things 
farther on this head : 1. To semember thoſe 1 write to; that it is 
their duty ſo to manage all their {cciilar concerns and worldly buſi- 
nels, that they may never be habitually unprepar'd for ſacred Offices, 
as all are that live a carnal and.unrightcous life. 

And ly, that at the. time when they arc preſently to-approach 
theſpecial preſence of the Almighty, whoſe Name is. great and dread- 
ful, they actually prepare themſelves, .by a voluntary compoſure of 
their Minds to attend the conlideration .of the glorious Greatnels 
and-amiable Goodneſs of God, whom they are going to workhip 3 as 
alſd that He is ſpecially preſent in holy Afſemblies 3 and-by the fore- 
mentioned acts declare this ſenſe of cheir -minds, and affit their own 
Devotion,and excite the Devotion of others, And this they are-taught 
by the beſt of Preachers, in his Eccleſiaſt. Chap. 5. Ver. 4. Keep thy foot 
when thou goeft to the houſe of God, and be more ready 10 bear, than to 
offer the Sacrifice of fools ; which 1 the rather mention, becauſe I-have 
heard it perverted to a contrary ſence : As if men ought. haſtily to 
run into the Church, and immediately fx themſelvesto attend tothe 
Prayer or Sermon 3 and if we do fall on our Knees to worſhip and 
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beg- Gods gracious acceptance of our- Service, arid 2fiſtance to pers 
form-as we ought what we there db, this is* But the Sacrifice of 'Fpulr,- 
Wherein briefly Fobſerye theſe miſtakes; ws 

r. That the onely' or chict part of Gods Worſhip in Solomon's 
time was Hearing of Sermons when we” have ſcarce any notice in 
Scripture that in the Temple there 'was any at all: 

* 2, That this Cuſtom which they condemn. was as ancient as the. 
time of Solomon ( which it may be they would grant a miſtake , as: 
being too much for its credit, it the whole ſirength- of. theix Plea from 
the Text confilted not therein), | | 

5. That this was the onely or chief thing to which the name of 
Sacrifice was then appropriate : which F dare fay they do not belicye, 
if ever it were atall called ſo. 

4. If that be meant by Sacrifices, that it muſt be the manner of the 
action, and noe the ill manner of: perfortnance, that muſt-denominate 
K the Sacrifice of Fools. For we know ' there were ſuch things as 


are in-the moſt primitive and proper fence Sacrifices-, and that. of. 


Gods own appointment, that by ill circumſtances might be made the 
Sacrifices of Fools. It any of theſe be a miſtake, as I believe they. 
all are, no proof. of any-ill- in this Cuſtom can reſult from this Scri-- 
pture.. | | 

But it is not more certain that an ill'humovr in the Eye. gives its: 


own tincture to all Objects that are prefented to it,than it is,that falſe: . 


opinions being once fxed-in the mind, make men think all Scriptures 


ſound the praiſe of their own Way, andthe reproach of . others. But”. 


if I might give the inſtruction which' this Scripture affords, it ſhould 
be this : That as the Fewy of old were not to think. it}. enough. that” 
they went to the Temple; and did their Sacrifices as was required for; 
the matter of them , but'uught diligently to attend'to a due prepa--. 
ration and the right manner of- performance , without which: they 


would be accounted in the fight of God bat the Sacrifice of Fools, 1n-. . 


which God hath no pleaſure: So- Chriſtians now ought to- have.the 

fame care, kt their flight and irreverent approach ' to the. houſe: of 
God, or-any indecencies or diferders in what they do there, may 

render the Evangelical Sacrifces* of: our. ſelves in the forementio-: 
ned ads of Adoration, Prayer, Praiſe, &c. unpleafing unto 'God,' 
And this is the thing to which I admoniſh, in our moral preparati-- 
on for-this-Service. Secondly, The natural preparations are, an abi- 

lity to read diſtinctly that which we areto read.and to fay perfely by; 
heart the Gaily-Plalms and Hymns 3” that we may pertorm our part: 
with the better grace. | | 


Tis certainly a-thing moſt evident to any that will confider it, that 
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| $sto'be fone in the ſight andypreſence of Almighty, God, and <Ipe 


<ially when it is to:-be done moſt immediately for his Glory and Hor 
your, ſhowld*be done in ithe molt excellent mannex that is poſſible ; 
"and therefore it will need ne- proof to thole ithat believe what] have 
already written -on that SubjeQ; that this which 4 adviſe is a. great 

-and- moſt concerning duty. And1 thexather inhit on it, becauſe 1 have 

obſerved many who profeſs. to be great approvers of the Common 
| Prayer, and all the Orders of cur Church, yet {eldom or never read. 
their part -of the Pſalms , or goyn in the Repetition of the daily 
Hymns and Reſponſes : which | 1mpute to their great carclelsnefs jn 
' this matter. And many-that do what is here requized, do it ſo -iN., 
that ic is apparent they want ſome excitation to their duty herea- 
Hour, 

I (hall therefore intxcat all that are detcaive herein, to employ their 
f{cifurc hours to pradtiſe amoxe perfect and punctual way of Reading z 
awhich will be a thing of credit and ule to them otherwiſe, as welt 
as here. T have ſometimes been preſent, when men of good Quality 
and Eſtates have taken upon them to read ſome Pamphlet in a Coffee» 
- houſe 3, but xezd at ſuch a pitiful rate, that a man could fcarce make 
ſence of it, or be ever th.c wiſer for hearing it : which is a reproach 
to them among wiſe men; for whatever the defects of their Educa- 
tion have been, it mighteatily have been ſupplied by their own'di- 
ligence, if an inordinate love of Company and other Divertiſe- 
ments did not make them too much to decline profitable Retize- 
ments. 

And Iwould intreat all Parents. and Mafiers to conlider the obli» 
gation that is upon them in this xe{pedt, v0. look that their Children 
and Servants do the ſame. We ewe notonely ous {elves, but all ours, 
- to the honour andſcrvice of Almighty Gud : And. if Children were 
taught, as they ſhould be, their duty to worſhip and praiſe God-in the 
publick Aſſemblies, and encouraged therein by the example of their 
Elders, it would be a mighty Argument to per{wade them to lars 
the molt diſtin and gracctul way of Reading, I have been much 
pleaſed to [ce the good ſucceſs of this care in {ſame Parents thatiare 
well affedtcd to the Common Prayes , whoſe: Children read their 
 part-of the Pſalms with a better grace than many Men. And when 

they-doattain to a perkeFion herem , it will beget a great delight un 
that heavenly Exerciſe, and make them. long, to attend the Prayers 
and this doubtleſs will be a mighty antidote again Prophancne(s avd. 
Schifm, and'implant in aur minds that Doctrine whence a holy Lite 
cannot but ſpring; - Mts e-<r4q.5 dd-n321 78 
3+ That being prepared as befoze, we ſhould endeayour CA 
pertorm 
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formour part of chisService in the beſt manner we are able. . There 


are ſome things which I have obſerved in the of the 
People, that feem. to be very indecent: . As That they ſpeak 
when they ſhould hear 3 repeating together with the [Miniſter , and 
often before him, the Prefatory Admonition wherewith the Miniſter is 
the Abſolution which he gives after 
the General Confeſſion. The Church hath ordered ſome things to be 
laid atter the Minifter, with great advice. As, X 
I. The General Confeſſton, wherein we ſolemnize that Repentance 
that gives us admittance into the reconciled ſtate, and makes all our 
Services acceptable to' God. And there is this great advantage in 
the conjunGion of all, with the Voice, as* well as the Heart in that 
thing, That the profeſſion of our Repentance in that manner hath all 
the circumſtances that may make it ſatisfactory and obliging, at leaſt 
as far as the Church can provide in the caſe. For here every one 
doth as it were accuſe, judge, and condemn himſelf betore God and 
the whole Congregation for thoſe fins contained. in the general Heads 
therein mentioned 3 the particular inſtances whereof are fit onely to 
be mentioned in his ſecret Confeſſion to God himſelf: and it he do 
it ſeriouſly, with a Devotion ſui-able to the Words, it is to me a more 
ſatisfactory lign of penitence, than the enlarged Confeſſions in the 
other Way 3 whercin {ome.,to ſeem fervent,or to make themſelves fo, 
run into the enumeration of fins beyond due meaſures, and beyoud 
what the Congregation can be ſuppoſed ( though Chriſtians of a 
ſort inferiour to themſelves, at leaft in their own judgment ) to be ge- 
nerally conſcious to be guilty in. And this alſo ſhould be a mighty 
obligation againſt returning to the fins we have confeſſed ; For ha- 
ving as it were called God and Man to witneſs the truth and ſincerity 
of our Repentance, it will be a high aggravation of our careleſsneſs, 
if we ſuffer our ſelves caily to be drawn to fin again, cither in omit- 
ting our Duty, or committing Iniquity in any kind : and therefore it 
will engage every good man to watch and pray, leſt be {ſhould enter ints 
temptation. 
e 2d. is the Lords Prayer; which (becauſe it teacheth theforwa- 
_ of = _— and _ of our Souls in the moſt — 
order, and to the higheſt ion that is poſſible, and comprehends 
the heads of —_— 2 be ſought — hands of God with 
catelt brevity and plainneſs) is neceſſary to be learned of all, even 
rom their firſt attainment of the uſe of Reaſon and Speech 3 which 
the Church cannot better provide for, than by engaging them always 
to ſay it after the Miniſter3 and belides , it is a declaration of our 
Chriſtian unity, and a renunciation - all Hereſics and Schiſtns, as far 
as 


and "2 
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2s me know tham > find "mc do the cr Aiteno God: onr 
bleſſed Saviour, in ropeating that Prayer in the-mot folemn antl tei- 
awophanc manner ; and cvery:enc by 8 great fervency wad dovetion 
vhercin, dothimolt difeftually odific hes Brothren. / 

The 34 'is, the Repetivion of the. Greedrs *a thing vo wlcful ito im- 
plantzbe'brief fam of Chrifiian Doceimeinehe nemories of igtl, "and 
$0 declaze our common hoy and-exultancic m/ the beliet and profeſfion 
of thoſe truths upon which the hopes of ©ur common Salvation 
$ buik, as alſo to aſlifithe produdtion and ; of -the bleſſed 
fruits and ieffeQsof .our Faith, by a daily: cherithing ithe- Root by re- 
newed conlideration, :and {olewmn profciſion « I'fay, a thing, in theſe 
relpets , befides many ether, that may be m_ fo aſchel, that all 
7 men-mukt eos commend the wiſdom Church in oxder- 


This is all, in che daily Jorviae, $0 which this Diſcourſe chicfly mv- 
lates : and in theſe things tit is wary -commendable to tay after the 
Minifter. Bat now, if thoſe that axe naturally loquacious, -nding a 
delight in ſaying what they fhould, remit the Exerciſe of their -con- 
fiderationdo far, as'to ſay that chey hould not 3 heye is a fault 'that 
ought tobe amonded;, and 1 am furc on {erioas choughts they will 
freely incline ſo:to do. For they 'will caldy perceive how decent 
i©isfor them to {ay after the Minificr, whene he is ſuppoſed 16 ſpeak 
to' them by way of Exhortation or : Admonition:: that the Neople 
fhould ablolve the Prioft, as'\mnch 2s. the -Privit abtolves them, is'n 
great abkurdity. 

Tis truc, in 'the Conchafion of the Ab/alwrion , when the Minifter 
ſpeaks to himielf as well 2s the Pcople, as the reſult of his decera- 
won of Gods ing mercy 6 the penitent , to exhort that we 
ſhould befoech him togrant us true Bepentance and his 
ws rn AY am _—_ pzofitably joyn wich a foke Voice, 

— WK. 197g Holy Spire, that 1bofe things way 
—_ our hich at this 9s rg And this will fapply cone 
fect — ookonge complain of,viz. that there is in our — no- 
xatory r : Forhcing now preſently to begin che immedi- 
atcadtof Worlkip-in the words of our bleficd Lord , and to joyn 
with the Heavenly Hoft m bHatlowing Gods Name, and to proceed to 
all the zeſt 5 it is meet that we prepare our ſelves with this humble 
defmre, that God will aſi the ſmcerity of 0u; Repentance, and be- 
fiow on us the grace of his Holy Spirit , that the pertormance may 
be well-pleaſing to him, and the effe& profitable to'us 5 rendring us 
more. puze and holy in the remainder of-our lives, and {eeuring our 
admittance into his Eternal Joys at theend of them. £ 
2, As 


hal 


| £29) 
--2: As the former cnfwoin: of ſaying; akter -the- Miniltes, where-wy 
ſhout-artend and: fay nothing;, ſocms indacent's: ſo. it Forms: as mughy 
if nod more:,, when the Reople fay before him what they ſhould. ſag 
after hin»: and thisappearuto be 2 diſorder; not onely: on the fore- 
mentioned accomnt;” but as it! is: an invading;his Miniſtetial: FanGion, 
which is. tor lead and. guidewhe: people! in all ths: publics Office 50h 
Religion 3 and neither to follow their humours-in the; mannes-ak hig 
Prayers, if 'he were in other refpe&s to-order theta as, he: pleaſed; or 
to follow the meaſure: of- their Voices, where the words as-welb as the 
matter ispreſcribed: 3 though in:botlr reſpects, Miniſters are fain ſome- 
times to depart fromitheir: right. And} as:I have. known-.in; formey 
times many;. that: uſed thei way» of Exteimmporary Prayer before thein 
Seumon to: humor the people; when! in: their own; padgment they naugh 
prefex'd theconſtanoule of a well-compofed: Foun: So:-h know forme 
now, who.do zead the Prayers very faft;, and that- beyond: what the 
ſolemnity. of the matter can; bear, onely  ( as, Iicharitably-hope ) he- 
aauſe they ſee the people ſb ſubje&t to this, diſorder of; running, betaxe 
them.z which thoy know not how: to. remedy; otherwiſs.. 1.laypbe- 
lides this, there are othen ill: effects. of this; cuſtom, in» reſpe@-of: Qun 
ſelves and others ; For:it much:hinders the: devaut operation of / 
mind, which.is much aſbſed: by hearing) the: mattes firlk ſpoken; by ti 
Miniſterzand:fixing onthe incconf icon aheebwedpole aktCx>: 
wards with- much greater: forvency/ and: afteionrs / a5-Every) Ones CH 
periencewill witneſs, that-will but toy the things 38 ii | 
Aud again, thoſe that have ſo accufiomed. themſelves to. ſpeak: 
before the Miniſter; areat afar: greater Jols taſay a New» Prayen or Pes: 
nitential Pſalm, (which is ſometimes oxdarect on; Falls, &c, tobe faids 
with the Miniſter) than.thoſe-who: are zightly: pragtaed in: tha othes: 
way; which. makes: it caſie to, ſay: vexy docently-luck things aftex.the: 
Miniſter) as. we never; heard: before. _ For:it we-attend; wellunto! the: 
main of the Sentence we. are: to-xepeat; we ſhall be able to guels; at: 
the Concluſion 3 fo-that we need not fiay, till he: hatt-qyite done-ben 
fore we begin, but may come up with hin as:is meſi:decent;,. ande, 
yet hear (0 agito. ſay all. right; and this: would: make'much for the 
ſolemn performance of the Sernice on cxtranrdinanytimes!, whergin:, 
now, for the moſt. pazt; .onely; the Miniltte: and Clark aze. Speaks: 
ers4 
But farther, F have heard ſome thattcome oven: fromthe: Nonconfre-. 
miſt». to attend our Prayers, complain. of: this:av;the:mold offalive., 
diſorder, andthat- it-tended: very.much to; diſtrath their: Devotion, ; 
when thoſe thav fit by thery xamble-over the! Prayers, .andcarecatthe. 
cndibefoge-the Miniftor is-halt ; PI it cavbos! 4 
| Wo; | Ome 


Ted [20] 
Tome diſturbance to the Miniſter himſelf: T am ſure it hath been no 
ſmall offence to my ſelf; ſo that I could hardly forbear telling them 
of it, but that I configered that ir required more ſedate diſcourſe 
than that ſeaſon would afford : which was one chief ' cauſe I engaged 
in this Scribble 3 and 1 hope theſe who have not confidered this:mat- 
ter, will be perſwaded, | by what have written , to order themſelves 
better for the time'ts come. | | 

The 3d thing is, that the people generally anſwer the Miniſter in 
the Reſponfes and Pſalmody with too ſoft a voice 3 and are (o little 
heard, that it ſeems to one that comes into the Church whilſt thac 
Exerciſe is performing, as if the Miniſter: read a Verſe, and then 
tiopp'd a while and read again,the people being fo little heard 3 eſpe- 
cially: if the Chrk be abſent, as he may have often occaſion to be, 
” where Prayers are read every day. This ſcems to- me very unſuita- 
ble'ro the nature of that Exerciſe, wherein we are to declare our Joy 
and Exwtancy in God 3 and therefore in ſpeaking, as well as fing- 
ing, we ſhould lift up our Voices, and praiſe him luftily and with a- 
good courage, as it is Pſal.81.1. And in many places the Scripture ex- 
-horts to agreat cheerfulneſs in this Exerciſe,and to do it with loud and: 
exalted Voices. And if we did fo, ft would make it ſhew like ano- 
ther thing than it doth in the way I reprove, and would render it 
more cn and honourable to Almighty God, and more pleaſent 
and comfortable to our ſelves;and would remvve the offence that ſome 
take againſt it as Unedifying , becauſe they cannot underftand: half. 
the PJaim, through the imperfe& murmur of the people in repeating 
it, | For if every one ſpake as loud and plain in repeating his Verſe, 
as the Miniſter doth in repeating his { as they ought to do, if they: 
would have it appear like Pſalmody , or an Office of Praiſe ) there 
would be no cauſe for this Complaint by thoſe that. could: not read 
themſelves, who might be helped by the next by-ſtander to perform. 
their part without it, or at leaſt underſtand as. much as if the Mini- 
ſer read all, and be more-<difed in that holy Joy which this manner 

of reading is apt to beget. aq” 7 4% 

And I wiſh-that- people had-the art: to ſpeak in fometand of Con- 
cord with the Miniſter , either that their Voices might-be Uniſons 
with- his, or a-Fifth or. an-Eighth from it : For there is a ; Ing as 
well as Singing together, that is very harſh, by reaſon of a diſcordan- 
Cy in the - Voices of. thoſe that perform it. And if men that have 
underſtanding in this matter, and good ſtrong Voices, would ſet them-- 
ſelvesto do their part, it would ſoon bring the: Congregation 'to a 
better performance. [And why ſhould they not think themſelves con- 
emcd {> to-do?: Is there any. Excrgiſe in.the: world of a'higher mna= 
cure, , 


_ 


(aaJ | 
ture,,or more immediately deſign'd to the Glory and Honoar of Al+ 
mighty God ? _ Beſides, it is done as in his Gght and preſence , and 
therefore to be done with a manly courage, and the beſt kill we arc 
able. And nothing can be more exhilarating to pious: minds, than 
to have communion together in celebrating the Divine Praiſes, in re- 
peating the Hiftories of his wonderful Works 3 nor more cdifying, 
in provoking, one another to worſhip, fear, and obey him, ſpeaking to 
our ſelves, and teaching and admoniſhing one another , as the Apoile ex- 
horts, in Pſulms, and Hymns, and Speritual Songs, finging with grace, 
and makgng melogdyto the Lord in our hearts , Eph. 5. 19. Colo. 3. 16.. 
For the gracious Harmony which we find in ous Souls between ous 
Reaſon and the truth of the Divine Revelations, our Aﬀections and 
the infinite goodneſs and ſuitableneſs of the objects therein propo-- 
ſed, eſpecially as theſe powers are renewed by the Holy Gholt, mull 
needs yield an unſpeakable delight to our ſelves; and when we make 
melody tothe Lord, by exerciſing the Graces of Faith, and Love, and 
Joy, and Hope, within us, and ſing to him by expreſſing them to 
the ſence of others, by the ſolemn , ſerious, and joyful manner of 
peaking 3 we teach and admoniſh one another by ſuch pleaſant conver+- 
ſation in repeating thoſe excellent parts of Scripture by this ſweetly, 
inſinuating holy Doctrine , and teaching one another to' follow Gad 
and his Saints, whoſe vertues and blefſegneſs. we celebrate 3 and. ad- 

- monilhing one another to take heed: left we have any fellowſhip- with 
the wicked whoſe vices we candemmn, and retmember.their woful down+ 
fals as our enſamples. | 

Now this beipg ſo pleaſant and profitablean Exerciſe, why- ſhould 
not all good men endeavour to renew the credit thereof, by the moſt 
excellent manner of- pexforrmance ? Certainly it had never - been in 
the power of Satan or his-Inftruments. to have brought into can- 
tempt this. Angelical Exerciſe, if men had not. remitted their care in 
this reſpect. For our prailing God, and communicating the delights- 
of heaven-born ſouls in this way, is ſo accommodate to the capacity. 

" of all, deſcending to the very meaneſt, without abating the delights 

of the greateſt, that it is ſtrange any ſhould not like it. ; | 
I bave known ſome Families, that for many Generations have been 

{o dctedtive in the way of artibgial tinging , that no one perſon of 

them. could ever lang the. Tune of a Falm in any tolerable manner 3 

yet thele can praiſe God with the. Congregation in this way 6f re- 

peating the Pſalms by turnsz. and Children may be much earlier: 
taught ſo todo it, than in any other way. And yet it is no abatergent. 
of acltght, to others that are more.skilful. in Muſick; For the way 

of Singing which is now moſt commended, is. but a nzeladious _ 


of Speaking 3- and al Graces thav hiydee the- undraflunding of. the 
Words, ave quite outob faſhion. SÞ that hers isa.deligho that otters 
it {elf moſt carly to- be. the- feljeity of Humano Nature, anticipating 
the baſe-and lwuitiſh.delights-off Senfe, that . Ar upoe us-fbr dre 
tainment en-that account, before-we-can well ver _ 
their-pretences. - And alſo. this: pleaſure loſeth not its Reliſh in _ 
age, but ſtill continueth ats force. and! power, to counter-work: the 
inſinuations of all contrary delights that may be- prejudicial to the 
true ſpiritual-felicity of our-minds and ſpirits . 

And-I pesfivade my. (elf; that if perſons of  age-andi honour, and 
thoſe: that have ſome excellency of Art, mn but- deſign, and en« 
deavour to-make-the«beſt of this -way , ' they would find great ſatif 
faction to themſelves thereby., and' alſo- would beget an: ambition-in 
the-younger ſort todo worthily in performing; their-part-of this hea- 
venly Pſalmody and being-fo encouraged, they. would ſoon con- 
ceive ſuch a pleaſure as I have-before- ſpoken of : And this, in conjun« 
Aion with; othey appointed means , would mightily. facilitate the 
work of true Converlion , engaging them heartily- in-the ſpiritual 
Combat againſt the Enemies of their Souls, to which we obliged 
them by-Beptiſm. Foy it is {6 evident-that Life without Pleaſure is 
aft EmPey- Bac; and: little more- deſirable than Death , that David 
lamenting in-his-- own perſon the- deplorable miſcries to which man 
in his beſt fate in this world is: ſabje&, asks the queſtion, Wherefore 
God bad: mare- all: men-for nowght-? And-yet the Apoltte tells of fome 
who lived in pleaſure, that they were lead while they lived, Whenco 
wemay conclade, that Man is 2 Creature- capable-ot two ſorts of 
Pleaſure; Mental, and-Carnal ; and-that theſe do for the- maſt part 
militate-againſt cach other-:- and if carnal Pleaſures prevail, and-get 
the 6 our-Eife , we-are- ſaid to'be dead in reſÞs& of ous 
mipds and ſpiritual-part-: But if the delights. of the Mind onee take 
place, and- become our employment; then the Body is ſaid-to be- dead 
by reaſbn of fin, as the Spirit in li becauſe of righteonufneſ}. So that it 
is of' mighty avait-to cheriſh theſe- Spiritual pleaſures, and depreſs 
thoſe that arc Carnal; efpecially-in inning of ourlife 3 as that 
upon which the happineſs of *the whole Life depends. And this, I 
think, may be-done by pions and prudent inftrudtion in the fore- 
mentioned Duty, and by giving a good-example to- encourage the 
performance, I cannot-give- this matter the explication it roqaires 
Buel hopea word to the wiſe wall be ſufficient. 


Roe theſe thivgs (6/2eQfic what ſrem'd to me atlas. 2 ' 
iefly repreſent: {5M Behaviour which T judge moſt-decent 
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theſe Sacred Offices. Firſtthen, having a doc 
Fenſe of what you ave igoihg 'about, viz. to approach the taokt glo- 
xious -and dreadful preſence -of the Almighty 3 and having compo- 
ip him with that Reverence and Devotion 


+1 <he 


fed your mipds to worſhip 
you ought, and-teclared this by the(ſolemn manner 'of your” coming 
into his Houle, and placing your fel -in the ſtation -wherein'you - arc 
to perform your part in this holy Exerciſe; you are to fix your eyes 
on the Reader as the Miniſter of God, -the Meftenger of the Laxd of 
Hoks, {ent to call you to Repentance, with offers-of Peace and Re- 
-<onciliation, that you may eſcape his dreadful Wrath , which none 
can endure or withſtand ; which all the Hoſt of Heaven and Powers 
.of Hell, as well as all the Creatures bore on Earth, are ready to mini- 
ſer againſt impenitent and profane wretches. You are to ſtand up. 
and attend {criouſly te the reading df thole Seriptmre-Sentences where- 
with he begins this Service, whertin are declared, in the very words of 
God himfelf, the nocellity of Repentance, and the certainty of Par- 
don and graciousacceptance toall that truly pertorm it. 

Youre alſo well to-conlider the inforcement of thoke Semenoes, by 
his. xcading the |Ehorzatron followings mean time reflecting 'on your 
fadlf with a due remembrance of your particular fins, that you may 
be the better prepared to accompany him witha pare Heartand humn- 
ble Voice in the General C following. And this Confeſſion 45. 
4 is orderof{) we ould make'in the moſi humble pottare, which ac- 
cortling tothe uſe and caftom of this Country , is kneeling on Guy 
Knecs3- which none are to omit, except hindred by bodily mfienicy, 
, or ſuch inconveniences as ave {ometirmnes occalioned by Crowds of peo» 
plc ;- and then they muſt takecare to ſupply that detect by other ex- 
preflions of humble Reverence. Aud we ought ſo to fpeak in repea- 
ing the ſamcafter the Miniſter, that we thereby expreſs, that we vert. 
by belicve our (elves to be guitry (Mm mauy particalar wſtances) of ſuch, 
kins as ave confeled under the feveral Heads therein mentioned, and 
that we are heartily ſorry for the ſame, and carneftly implore the dis 
,, vine Mercy and Forbearance, and to be reſtored to his grace and fa-- 
vour, trufting te his Promiſes made to us in Chriſt, and with no- leſs. 
carneline(s deſire the afhitance of his Grace, to inable us to live bet- 
ter for the kucure. This faithful endeavour to appear as humble 
penitents before God and the Congregation, will ſuppreſs the work- 
ings of Pride and Selt-conceit (the Parent of all vice) and ſirengrhen 
the contrary Virtue, Humilicy,the Foundation and Nurſe of all Vertues. 

In attending in the fame pofture white the Minifter as Gods He. 
rald pronounceth Abſoletion and pardon of ſins to the truely penitent 
that untcignedly believe the Goſpel of his Son, we ought to expre 
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.a great Reverence of the Almighty, from whom he ſpeaks , wich 
the moſt humble Thankfulneſs'afd holy Joy for his rich Grace com- 
1nunicated to us by the Steward of his Mylteries, whom he hath im- 
-powred to diſpence the ſame : Earneltly begging ( according to his 
-exhortation ) that our Faith and Repentance may -b*a(liſted by the 
divine Co-operation, that we never fail 'of the ſame for want of meet 
.diſpolitions to receive it, | | 

When we have thus prepared our ſelves, we ought, with heavenly 
Joy and great Fervency, to joyn with the Miniſter and Congregation 
in _— that divine Prayer which our Saviour taught. In the 
-beginning of .it (which is Euchariſtical, containing-fuch Petitions as 
are for the immediace honour and glory of God) lifting up our hands 
and eycs with our voic.s to Heaven , we dechre our Tor in God, 
and exultancy in his Praiſes. In the reſt ( wherein we ſupplicate 
things neceſſary for our ſclves) we ſhould expreſs greateſt humility, in 
bowing our Heads and Bodies towards the Earth , as unworthy to 
ask ſo great things of fo great a Majeſty , and ſpeaking with more 

* lowly and'humble Voices 3 until returning to the acknowledgment 
of -his paternal Government which inclines him, his Power which 
.cvables him, and his Glory which engages him to be {o good to his 
Creatures, -and eſpecially his Children , we lift .up our Hearts and 

Hands, and with more chearful Voices repeat the Doxologie. 

After this,bcing to paſs to that high and heavenly work of praiſing 
God, the work' for which we were chiefly made-, and the excellent 
power of Speech given us 3 (to which, while we continued innocent, 
and {ſo happy , our mouth was ſtill opened unto; but now , Sin 
and Sorrow, Guilt and Fear, Cares and Vexations, have even made 
us dumb to Gods Praiſes 3 ) we ought moſt devoutly to joyn with 
the Miniſter in the Reſponſe following the Lords Prayer , Low 
open thou our Youths, And our Lips ſhall ſhew fo2th 
thy praiſe, &c. And while we ſeek his Grace, we ſhould uſe /our 
own endeavours to open our own Mouths , and lift up our Voices 

_ while we {ing his Praiſes. 

The Gloria Patri follows at the repetition whereof , we are re- 
quired to ſtand up, that the exaltation of our Body may teach us to 
lift up our Hearts. And fo fitly do theſe words of Glory ſerve to the 
Adoration of the Diety, according to the Faith which the Chriſtian 
Religion requiresus to have thereot,that the man that doth not endea- 
vour, by the manner of pronouncing them, and by his deportment 
of Body, to expreſs the inward reverence and adoration of his mind, 
gives {uſpition of a great defe&t in his Chriſtianity, 

Being next to procced to praiſe God by the -repetition of the 

Pſalms 
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Pſalms of David, &c. the Miniſter ( that he may mind us that it'-is's 
not the ordinary reading thoſe parts of Scripture for inſtruction , bur: 
the repeating them as an Exerciſe of Praiſe and Worſhip to Almighe - 
ty God ) is ordered to ſay, Ptaiſe ye the Lo2d 3 and- the People. 
eo anſwer, The Lo2ds Name be p2atfed. H hearing and fay-- 
ing ſuch words, we muſt excite and expreſs holy delizes , that we may: 
fo perform this Exerciſe, as may tend moſt abundantly to the Glory.. 
and Honour of Almighty God. 

The Pfalm with which we always begin at Morning-prayer, is, © 
come, let us ſing unto the Lo2d and is molt ftly choſen, for 
mutual provocation to this heavenly Exerciſe, and alſo for intirudtion 7. 
in the reaſonsthereot ,. and withakto peſwade to the obedience that 
ſhould be conſequent thereunto 3 ſhewing the dreadful danger of not. 
attending to the fame : and therefore requires that we-be ſerious-and : 
intent in performing it, - | -+ - | 

As for the. repetition of the Pſalms in courſe that follows, T'have.hins - 
ted what is-needful before : 'onely let me remember, that none ſhould * 
take liberty to fit in that performance , except conltraincd by bodily 
infirmity 3 becauſe ſtanding is ſo much more fit a poſture for the Ot- 
fice of Thankſgiving; and fitting was counted. fo indecent in the 
Primitive times-, that the whole Service was called Station ; and is 
onely indulged now'for bodily weakneſs; and-not order'd, becauſe of. 
the great decay of Piety, which will not bear ſach GriQtneſs.. | 

Aﬀter the Pfalms, a Chapter is read out of the Old Teſtament, that-- 
we maybe infiructed in - the Doctrine of the Creation and Govern- 
ment of the firſt World, its Deſtruction and Reſtitution, the promiſes < 
of- the Meſſia, and procedure of Gods Grace in preparing - men: for 
himſelf; as alſo the correſpondency of our Saviours Doctrine to that - 
which God of old delivered by his Prophets 3 his agreement-to the 

Types and Figures of him under the Law, and the accompliſhment 
ofohar Moſes and the Prophets-wrote, in that which he was,did, and 
ſuffered : in ſuch, and many other reſpeQs, the reading. thexeof is -: 
profitable ; and therefore all Talking, Gazing, and catelels behaviour | 
( too often ſeen at this time) ſhould be avoided, and we ſhould ap- 
pear as diligent Auditors to thoſe Divine Oracles. 

The inſtruction and reſpit we have hereby had, ſhould cauſe us to - 
return. with greater -joy- and cheerfulneſs to our .heavenly work of 
Praifing God; For which we have next prepared the Evangelical 
Hymn Fe Derm ; the moſt excellent that ever was compoſed by.man, 
26A (eats as mach of divine Inſpiration as any.thing .( not-acknow- 
l&dgted for ſuch) ever did 3 ſo fitted for divine Adoration, and apt to 
te Devogion, and to miniſter AT 6a to the Conſolation 


of. 


"\ 4 the { - - v %o "FP . F =o 
- ”h 42K n - o . _ < 
+7 £d - A 4; C % - þ d - »* S ye s | wy 
6 7.4 - - 


SF ” W good Chriſtians, that even that alone (methinks) ſhould draw us'to 
Charch,if not witheld by great Obli —_ | do therefore moſ ear» 
-neſtly recommend to you the moſt ſolemn appearance , and the moſt 
.devoutacs of Worthip, and the my plain, joyful, and reyerent man- 
ner'of ſpeaking , and what ever you can think becomes the repeti- 
tion of thoſe exceWent words. 

The adoration of our God and our Saviour by the forelaid Exer- 
ciſe, cannot but diſpoſe us to hear the DoGtrine -of the New Teſt a+ 
ment, out of which a Chapter is next read 3 which, reporting to us 
either the wonderful Hiftory of Chrift and: his Apoltles, or their holy 
and incomparable Dodrine, .cannot be too dilige genfly an reverently 
attended to) And 1 ſhould think thoſe who have ſtrength of body 
wonld do very .commendably in ſtanding up at the reading there- 

Then we are ordercdto return.again to the work of Praiſing God z 
which nothing but Carnality can ever be weary of- Amil the P/alms 
here appointe 7 are ſuch asminiſter moſt ftly.to the Joy conceived 
by hearing the * lad tidings of the Goſpel ſent, to the Gentiles. (/ of 
which we were ) as well as to the Jews + ; and therefore to ſhew- that 
we have not received that Grace in vain , nor heard the Goſpel of -it 
- — opts AEfs heed, we ſhould repeat that Pſalm:deyoutly and } Joy 
tally.- Ff 

\The-:next thit follows is the Creed , which ;contains;Fhoſe matcers 
an which all Chriſtians are of one hind, ( which do believe with their 
bearts to Righteouſneſs ) and of which all Chriſtians muſt make pub- 
lick Profcfhon, that will Confeſs with their manths to Salvation=®= We 
therefore.in'one poſture (and with all our Faces'one way it ſhould be) 
do'with onc mouth repeat that excellent Form of ſound words., which 
ſo:excellently miniſters co the;ſtedfaſine(s of our Faith,.our rejoyci 
in Hope; our unity in Love; and cheerfulnels in the Praiſes of. G 
and our Saviour, that no man that conſiders it, could chuſe but ſtand 
up and bear his part with us 3 and he that finds no joy and clevati- 
on of mind; inxepeating the Creed, hath nothing elſe but a natural 

+ Joy hearitnigthe moi cxcellent Sextnon'; @r raviſhing, Prayer ; For 
they can /have/no Matter more trahſp6rting, ; ang 4t it 'be oncly the 
words or patſion of the Speaker that'affe&s us, 'tis no: ſpiritual de- 
light. Let thoſe therefore take heed, that'regard not to honour God, 
and exprelsche j joy of ek Faith, by a due rtopith in-this mat- | 
texgio 2c: 

 Aﬀter this, we. returnito. the! ſolemy dugy. of, How > which far 
£ we maypetforn;wich mutual-Charity, ang great,Devotion.,, the. 


niſter Go the-people with —_ excellent Option, The Lo2d be 
; with 
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ure 'of body, which with us is —_— z or that we ought to fit 
| ” 


with you t and thoy retum , And with thy Spirit. Which 
mp poke with the holy affection ith thy -— 1 be 
ſuch a diſpoſition of mind, as will render the Prayers very acceptable 
to-God, and cdifying to one another, The Miniſter yet farther :(-to 
awaken all the powers of our Souls to this moſt ſerious buſineſs is 
toſay, Let us pay: which therefore we ſhould compoſe our ſelves 
to - with all our might. wit? 

e Reſponſe wherewith we begin, Lon have mercy, Chitff 
have rn Lo2d have mercy, ſerves moſt kitly 5, Ni 
endeavour of great fervencyz and being repeated without it , ſeems 
very indecent,and a kind of vain Repetition: therefore remember this, 

en we renew the Repetition of the Lords Prayer z which 
Prayer certainly is of that excellency , that no Chriſtian ſhould 
think it too much to uſe it both in the beginning and end of this 
Service. And indeed this is the very ſum and ſubſtance of all out 
Prayers 3 and others are added onely for greater ſolemnity , and ful 
ler explication : And therefore the oftener it is repeated; 'the' more 
devoutly it ſhould be faid, and greater fervency excited. 

To relax a little this great intention of mind, we have ordered 

a moſt excellent Reſponſe, wherein the Miniſter and People exchange 
ſome devout Ejaculations, for themſelves, for their Superiours, and 
Brethren : which as they mix ſomewhat of holy delight with'fer- 
vency, ſo'they greatly ſtrengthen the bands of Chriſtian Unity. 
- "The reſt of the time we ſpend in repeating ſeveral 'ColleFs, moſt 
excellent for the matter, and comprehenfive for the words 3 in pray- 
ing for the King and Royal Family , br Magiſtrates and Miniſters, 
the-Chutch'-and State, all Chriſtians, and all Men; and we give 
folemn thanks for Gods Mereics t0 us and them: in'all which we 
ſhould firive-to preſerve a conftant intention, and true' devotion of 
mind : and if to that end weaccorgpany the Miniſter with our Voice, 
* ſhould be always with ſuch caution as | have expreſſed before 3 and 
fo it may be very uſctful to that end. 
But" in the whole performance, 1 cameſtly admoniſh' all men' to 
avoid fitting, lolling, leaning, and all indecent poſtures 3 and'to con- 
tinue Kneeling meckly and devoutly, 'if their ſtrength permit; if 
not, that in whatever poſture they are necehtated to be, they make 
fach expreſſions of Seriouſncſs and Devotion as' is meet. And cer- 
tainly I may appeal to men themſelves in this Caſe, as the Apolile 
in'anpther matter of indecency in Gods 'Worſhip 7 Fudge in” your 
ſelves what is meet. © Can any man'think it fit- to upplicate the in 
finite Majeſty of Heaven and Earth'in any but -the molt hamble' po- 


On 


V Pe -? 

8) Fre P35 

ns Dinrbas whes we fig eaihink qrald wade > Ceftain- 

ly the power of Errour:is very great, that it can blind the mind of 

nan ina matter ſo evident and plain. HTO 3a arm 
I write are not{fo deceived. - - 


Fhave now run over the daily Office of Morning-Proyers nd wiboc 
- - ceedd no farther, becauſe he that will obſerve what I have to 0 
in that, cannot be to ſeek in ordering himſelf aright in all the reſt. © 


POSTSCRIPT. ny R 


Ne thing | have thought fit to add, as uſeful 1a | 
Oo Paper, which is , My humble Requeſt to Minffers a Vas 
that they will take care that fit and —_ perſons be put into. the 
Office of Pariſh-Clerks 1 tor that; the defects of the people in 

ming their pa rt.of this Service, i is qcly umputable to this ca 
- ny have __ . Clerk that-is able to lead themin the near that 

performanse : for.if the people would but conſider, that it is the 
_— of a Clerk to be their guide.in what,they are toay'and. 
this Service, and make ſach- obſervation him as they 
Ging: ſo __ yfor the Slomks W wy whole C 
. Dome that may way 
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Hinge he Wartp and Sr ty God, is not-to be ſubjus 
to the ecuarineetsctmen; A ; x great reproach to a 
ny GPaciſh, that to ſave themſelves a little , 


Family, they ſhould employ i= on to OE mah ro.the peo 
' 


mol}. ſolemn Office of divine: ny re oem Rr 
bonour thereunto, ar unfit to perform; it as he Ar 
be already in;the place, my requeſt is, that the Minilte: 
uſe their authority to reform them, and 
decent-and manner of performance ; and i [= 
to "nth to admit the help of another in-that- warters 
they may continge to do the Pariſh-buſineſs in other 


px yr requeſt, becauſe 1 believe that a Clerk that 37 
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